war THE 
CRISIS: 
ee whe! 
ORIGIN 
AND 
_GONSEQUENCES OF OUR POLITICAL DISSENSIONS: 
. TO WHICH 13 ANNEXED, 


PHB LATE TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AN. a) 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


‘ Z oat 
Oh Bea 


: > BY A CITIZEN OF VERMONT. 


lo — 


The greatest evils are not arrived at their utmost period until those wha 
are in power have lost all sense of shame. At such a time those who 
should obey shake off all respect and subordination. Then is lethargic 
indolence roused, but roused by convulsions. 
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What can be dane to save the Republic ? Time that sooths all other suffer- 
7 ings will bring us no relief if we neglect or throw away the means in our 
hands. What are they? Truth and Argument. They are feeble means : 
feeble indeed, against prejudice and passion ; yet they are all we have and 
we must try them. They will be jury-masts if we are ship-wrecked. 
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_ PREFACE, 


For twenty-five years the, spirit of party has raged in this country, to 
the disturbance of ifs Peace the r ruin of its interest, and the dishonor of 
its name. : 

The new actors in the political ala and they are the principal or at 
least the most active ones, seem to have taken it for granted, that the quar- 
rel among the leaders was well begun, and it is their duty to fight on, un- 
til the sda of party are consummated, 


Since the commencement of the present war, experience has taught us 


that in times of great and common danger no measure can succeed, with- 


out more union among the people : and that will never happen unless the 
people will impartially review their political conduct, and F re-examine the 


cometnat of ca political prejudices. 


Unless these can be removed, the Author of the ensuing pages has long 


believed they will eventually lead to civil war and the ruin of liberty. 


This to him isa sufficient apology, for an attempt at this time, to leave 
fora moment, the contest about measures, and to call back the attention 


ef his fellow-citizens from the commotions and ruins which surround them, | 


to the first causes of their political prejudices : to enquire who it was that 


enkindled the flames of civil discord amang us, iy igh ag we are a divided 


People. 


THE CRISIS. 


WRITTEN TOWARD THE CLOSE OF THE LATE WAR. 


Courgs may EcHa ben; 
But wisdom and virtue must perpetuate its raetien: 
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T the * pebite ie the United States. 


Farinns AND Fettow CITIzENs, 


THERE are certain periods in the course of Hehivnis: events, 
when the affairs of civil government excite an extraor dinary inte- 
rest in the public mind. } 

Such a period has commenced. And; in a free republic like 
ours, whena blind confidence in rulers could never be a virtue, it 
‘would at the present time be criminal. 

‘When the public wealth is wasting, and its credit sinking in 
the. dust; when the horrors of a ruinous and hopeless’war are 
spreading around us devastation and misery ; shall we, whose an- 
cestors have purchased for us our liberties at tle expense of their 
blood and treasure, amidst the thunders of contending nations, 
shall we their descendants stand still, and in stupid silence see 
. the mighty fabric of our freedom trembling to its’ base, without 
one bold and manly effort to ayert its ruin? 

We believe still, that among our unalienable rights are those 
of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness ; and to secure these 
rights and for this purpose only, governments are instituted among 
men. In 1774 we remenstrated against the administration of the 
British government. because | as we believed, it became destruc- 
tive of these great ends ofits institution. And to provide for our- 
selves a constitution which should secure to us a remedy against 

the abuse of power, we appealed to arms, and after a conflict of 
eight long years, we victoriously triumphed. 

This mighty revolution was effected, this dreadful sacrifice of 
blood and treasure was suffused, to secure to the people of the 
United States the right of changing the councils of the nation, 
whenever their interests or happiness should require it. 
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But we have as yet only learned from this event that oppressed’ 
man possesses the power of Pecoming. free : that a bold and har- 
dy race like that which achieved ou ‘our independence, may by a long 
series of abuses and usurpations, be roused from the lethargy of 
oppression, shake off their fetters, fly to arms, destroy their op- 
pressors, and rise to liberty and to glory. But to perpetuate the 
blessings of liberty, the wisdom and the’ efforts of man have hi- 
therto been exhausted in yain. — pan 

Although we have seen the long and dismal train of fallen re- 
publics pass in awful review before us and consigned to the 
wretched dominion of despotic power; ; we yet indulge the hope 
that a constitution written on paper, will: preserve our liberties 
entire, amidst the conflicts of contending factions, of _passion, of 
vice and error! Vain and delusive hope. Man by his courage 
and physical power niay acquire liberty, but wisdom aug virtue 
must render its duration per petual. ! 

But if the sceds of dissolutionare implanted in thee constitution 
‘of our republic, and death must be its fate, itis a duty which we 
owe to the memory of our illustrious fathers and heroes, who 
purchased it for us with their blood, which we owe to ourselves, 
our country and posterity, to strain every nerve, exhaust the last 
power of intellécty and if necessary to: surrender even life itselfy _ 
to protract its dyine nature, andfrom its expiring convulsions 
snatch the.spirit of liberty, and render its reign on earth immortal. 
The boasted liberties of Greece and Rome could not survive the 
conflicts of contending faction; they have perished, and whatever 
semained of the spirit of real liberty in “acai sn has fay 
an asylum onlyiin the United States.) 

‘Ta the political as well as: the eaaie or moral. identi ‘tthe prin- 
ciple that like causes will produce like effects, is equally impor- 
tant:and: true. And. the history of ‘republics has taught us, that. 
such a state of things as now exists, has: always: ‘preceded; and’ 
been: as it were the:precursor‘of their ruin: And in every age and? 
nation in which rational liberty ‘has existed and been lost, they’ 
have proved the tocsin of civil. war, its final. catastrophe. hues a 

») Men whe are burn, and educated in the. same common country, 
do not fall, to killiny each other without some powerful pretext. 
A: quarrel raust precede ;) strony iprejudices must be excited ; ; 
the angry and malignant: passions must first be put in ‘motions to 
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prepare. men to commence the pee of aa deyas pics 
and murder. 

“These passions and prejudices | ree siedade hokey engendered 
in the conflicts of party dissensions, and have so increased in mage 
nitude‘and in virulence, that their influence seems‘to bid defiance 
‘to the dominion of reason. Cool and dispassionate disquisitions 
fave given place to the asperity andimalignity of party zeal: the 
interest and glory of our country are absorbed inthe views of pri- 
vate ambition: a spirit of hatred, of malice and revenge ‘has ar- 
rayed every man against his fellow : the discordant murmur of 
the multitude swells in every breeze, and like the terrific sound 
which precedes the earthquake, admonishes us of an approaching 
convulsion: The last republic on. vc de is divided against itself 
and trembles to its falls - +: 

‘And is there no remedy? Orhas the Nise of fallen repub- 
lics been recorded for us in vain? Have the evils which surround 
us, resulted from an imperious and inevitable necessity ? Many 
| of you my fellow citizens, well remember that happy period of 
our history, when all hearts were united inthe choice of the first 
chief magistrate, who presided in the councils of the republic. ° 

The first organization’ of our. government was ‘hailed by all 
‘classes of our citizens, as the triumphant morning ofa millennial 
day 5 ; hever was there a more perfect union of sentiment exhibited 
on earth, than by the freemen of the United States, in the year 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, in the choice of 
their rulers. And never did. the legislators ofa free people com- 
mand more confidence from their constituents, than those who at 
that time, administered the government. But only twenty-five 
years have passed away, and how changed is the scene ; how por- 
‘tentous the prospect before us! All confidence in our rulers 
lost, all confidence in each otherr No union among our citizens, 
except in the belief of this one solemn truth, that our disumion 
wil! soon put-an end to our liberties, 

‘Those ‘party. dissensions which palsy the arm bat ‘government : 
overwhelm the wisdom and defeat the councils. of the republic, 
have had their origin. The present distracted state of things, 
‘has evidently been produced by acertain chain of events, which 
can as easily be traced to their original cause, as our rivers to 
their source; and it is just as absurd, to think of penenene it for 


‘8 


the better without removing that cause, as to stop the flowing of 
the stream while its source remains. 

It isnot necessary to consult the oracles of inspiration for proof 
of this important truth, that a house divided against itself cannot 
stand: or that this maxim is equally applicable to a political 
state, as to amoredomestic compact. . Experience that unerring 
precept has taught us, that the influence of party spirit has been 
the principal cause of our,present national calamities; and this it 
is which presents an awful. barrier in the way of that relief, which 
not only our present necessities, but the very existence of our re- 
publican institutions imperiously demand. 

The present war which has brought on our defenceless feoitins 
on every side, an invading and powerful foe, calls for the united 
energies of eyery class of citizens. . To have insured to us a suc- 
cessful and glorious termination of the present contest, the whole 
spirit of the republic should have been wrought up to adégree of — 
enthusiasm and ardor in support of the cause. 

In a free state where every thing depends on the dispositions at 
the people ; measures of gveat and awful magnitude like that of 
war, which is to put at bacari life, liberty, and property, should 
correspond with the. views, and wishes of the people. 

With a frontier on the shores of the Atlantic, of more. than 
fourteen hundred miles, exposedto an enemy who had at her com- 
mand a thousand ships, completely manned and fitted for hostile 
operations, with about the same extent of territory on the west 
and north, bordering on numerous nations of the Savage and nie 
ciless tribes, who might easily be engaged im the contest against 
us; and with’a population of only about seven millions, thinly scat- 
tered over an immense territory, without a navy, without fortifi- 
cations, without disciplined troops; under such circumstances, to 
declare war without an assurance that the people would unite 
heart and hand ip support of the cause, must be worse than stu- 
pidity, it must be folly and madness in the extreme. 

And had the authors of the present war this assurance ? ? No, 
fellow-citizens, you well know they had not. No sooner was it 
known that war was. declared against Great-Britain, than one ge- 
neral expression of disapprobation and of : Ssplicitdde for 
the event, pervaded.all classes. ‘ 

Ina free republic which has bo skim for its base, and the general 
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happiness for its supreme phichi, the people uninfluenced by pas 
sion or prejudice, | will never believe it to be. wise or ex pedients 
to make war, even when the cause would justify resistance, uri- 
less there is at leastsome ground to hope that the injured nation 
will be able thereby to redress her wrongs. The. idea that, the 


» conquest of Canada, could it be effected, would compel Great-Bri- 


tain to yield to our claims on the ocean; is: too ridiculous to ad- 

“mit of any consideration : : and no one. who had much knowledge 
of her political state, believed. she would give up the. tight she 
claimed to impress. her native seamen when found. i in neutral 
ships, to any one except her conquerors ; and to become her con- 
querors the people had neither: a. iapbsiions hor confidence in 
their power. | Dae § Des 

The rulers. ofa free people would never hazard their populari- 
ty, by disregarding the great and fundamental maxims.of their go- 
yernment, while. they believed that cool and unprejudiced reason 
was predominant in the public mind. , 

But have we not reason to fear that happy benad os our exis- 
tence is passed, never to return. : 

“ In proportion as the structure ofa government gives force to 
public opinion, it should be enlightened.” But when I ask were 
the peopie enlig htened, when consulted, when were they called 
upon to deliverate seriously upon the expediency of making war 
on the British nation, for the purpose of compelling her to yield 
her right of impressment,,, Never until war was resolved upon, 
was it pretended that in the year 1812, this cause would justify 
‘resistance ; or even if it would, that it was wise or. expedient to 
declare war at that time. ‘The British Orders in Council were 
equally with the French Milan and Berlin Decrees, considered 
by the people as the only | causes. which could justify. resistance, 
These obnoxious Orders and Decrees it was believed were intend- 
ed by the two great belliger ents of Europe to annoy each other, 
rather than to be aimed at our neutral commerce. a 

When it was known in this Supe that the obnoxious Decrees 
s0n to obeliete, hes ihe 1 Baie Orders j in Gonncil eoiild Ny be 
revoked. » When, therefore, the adrninistration had recommended 
an immediate appeal to arms, and the federalists then in Con 
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aress, saw the torrent of calamities about to burst upon the coun- 


uy, they warned, ‘they intreated them to delay, even fora few 

‘days, until despatches from Great-Britain’ could arrive, which 

‘might announce the revocation of thé Orders: in Council; and if 
war was inevitable, they urged them to delay a measure of such > 


awful magnitude, until the country could: be better. prepared to 
~~ meet the event © Bari in vain ; the ‘war was proclaimed, contrary 


to the views and wishes of the people, not of that class only who 


are called federalists, but the great body of ‘fieetien, who have to 


hazard theirlives and property in the contest. 


Before Great-Britain could have any knowledge of this event, 
and within eight days after it happenedy her Orders. in Council 
were revoked, and that as soon as she had knowledge of the re- 
peal of the Milan and Berlin decrees... This was an event which 
our rulers must have anticipated. © No sooner hada knowledge 


of the revoeation of the Orders in Council reached this country, 


than the people expected an armistice, and an immediate end put 


“to hostilities. “They did not believe the administration were se- 


riously resolved on a war at that time, to compel the British to 


“ yield their right of impr essment, as they well remembered that 


: Mr. Monroe, who Mr. Madison had employed to settle that bu- 
siness, had declared that the propositions made by the. British 


~ commission, and ‘the explanation which accompanied it, was both 
“honorable and advantageous to the United States: and that it 
“contained a concession in their favour on the part of Great-Bri- 
‘tain, on ‘the great principle in contestation, never before made 
by’ a formal and obligatory act of their government, which was 


highly favorable to their interests. Therefore, with respect to 


that the people did not‘belieye all hope: of settlement by treaty 
‘had failed, notwithstanding what Mr.  deramngata had said to the con- 


bor RY ee ft 
he public’ ‘opinion had not been enlightened on any sect 


‘vole. to the causes of the war, except the Orders in Council, 


0 fara as to induce the people to indulge for a moment a confi- 


dence, that any other cause existed at that time which could pus- 


tify offensive hostilities. But their expectations were disappoint- 
ed. No armistice was'to take place, none was ever contemplated 
by our rulers, but only by the honest freemen who wished for it, 
who wished for peace. ay 
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This hopeless and ruinous war must go on; a war which has 
already driven from our defenceless frontiers the helpless and 
peaceable inhabitants; which has laid in ruins our flourishing 
towns and villages, which has filled our land with widows and or- 
phans, with suffering, with sorrow, and with tears ; and which has 
already entailed on posterity, a debt, which will inflict on genera- 
tions yet unborn, years of toil and of pain. And after all this, our 
administration will be forced to eed of a disgraceful heat if 
they can get any. Tralee : 

Tam sensible there'is a large class” ‘of citizens among us, on 
whom arrument would be lost; who would shut their eyes against 
the light, and their ears to truth ; who would rather see the last — 
vestige of republican liberty in ruin, than see their leaders forced 
to resign the power which they have abused ; in whose breasts the 
interests and the love of party has extinguished every glow of 
patriotism: To such men I do not appeal; but to those who 
would yet, to the paltry views of party, prefer the durable inte- 
rests and glory of their country ; to them I appeal, and to their 

candid and serious consideration I submit—whether the present 
war, and the ruinous policy which has led to it, has not been pro- 
duced by councils founded in corruption and error. 

‘On the nineteenth day of June 1812, could the voice of the peo- 
ple been heard in the capitol, would it not have thundered its so- 
lemn yeto on the proceedings of that awful day ? Could they fora 
moment have exercised the powers of legislation, would they. not 
have indignantly annulled an act, engendered in the Court of St, 
Cloud, and recorded in letters of blood ? : 

Itis not necessary for me at this time to present to your vision 
all that formidable array of evils, which are fast gathering around 

us, and which have evidently been produced by the weak and cor- 
rupt policy of the last fourteen years, to convince you that the 
councils of the nation ought to be changed. ‘The fact is acknow- 
jedged :' not by the authors of this policy: not by those who have, 
or who expect to derive emoluments from their agency in the 
present administration: but by the honest freemen, who hold no’ 
office under the administration, and who expect none. They with 
the frankness and sincerity becoming republicans, who wish to 
perpetuate the duration of their liberties, they now declare they 
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believe the pen policy m just be changed, to save fen Yuin 
ie interests and the glory of our republic. 3 

» But these good and honest citizens, have not as $ yet discovered 
“the ‘means by which this all important change can be effected. 

.. They. have hoped, and hoped j jn vain, that the men or the friends 
eri advocates of these very men, who have proved) the present 
state of things will change itifor the better. 

tA strange fatality seems always to have marked the course of 

‘opipine aA: happen, “ and we are astonished, as. if they 
were miracles.” One would suppose that our citizens had alrea- 
dy lost sight of the great object of our republican institutions. 
} Recollect for a moment what were your sentiments respecting 
a remedy for national calamities fourteen years ago. You then 
held it asa principle that. power long exercised had a corrupting 
influence on the conduct of rulers: : that whenever through cor: 
ruption.or error aq administration had adopted a system of policy 
destructive to the interests, of the nation, it was expedient to 
change that administration, by. placing. it in the hands of others, 
not of those who had advocated and supported such destructive 
policy, but of those who had opposed and condemned it. You 
then professed to believe: thatin a republic like ours, the admin; 
istration should have no views, no object or no interests opposed 
to the views and wishes of the people. And you. professed to 
believe, whether. you had or had not grounds for your belief, that 
the federal administration had produced evils to remedy which a 
change was necessary... You called on your friends and fellow- 
citizens*to aid you in effecting: a change of rulers ‘ their suffras 
ges: they gave you their aid. Thousands at that time. sacredly 
pledged themselves that they had-nothing i in view at thattime, in 
Wishing fora change of rulers, but the interests and glory of their 
country. . That. whenever they found themselves disappointed in 
the'result of new measures, they would aid in h restoring the powy 
ér of the. former. administration, 

And your new measures have now. been tried for more thas four. 
teen years, and beyond alenduranceg.)() jcc lugs) 

And now you ask what can be done to save. the pepubligy 

«The united energies and the whole ‘resources, of the country 
awe put in roquistttone and we are a ‘divided people. One pulls 
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this way and another that: the wheels of ‘Sovernment roll heayaly 
on and our enemies triumph. 

You fellow-citizens who are advocates Bic the. present policy, 
until very lately professed to believe that an opposition to the 
measures of the majority had. a salutary effect on the administra- 
_ tion: that it tended to keep alive the spirit of liberty, and awaken 
the people toa sense of the dangerous encroachments of abused 
power. Had the leaders of the party in power opposed measures 
only, you might at this time have gloried in the privileges of an 
elective government, and would. long before this, have: arrested 
the progress of those evils men have brought us to the present 
alarming crisis. | 

But their opposition was not confined to measures. Federalists 
kave been proscribed, and denounced, as dangerous men, ene- 
suies to our republican constitution, tories and British partizans, 
unworthy-the confidence of a free people. And this accusation 
has been repeated so many millions of times that many of the 
‘honest electors really believe: it must be true. They tell you 
that itis in vain to question the truth of what has been believed 
for twenty-five years. 

It is indeed a lamentable fact, that so many of our best citizens 
should after fighting and suffering eight years to establish an elec 
tive government, wish to erect on its ruins an hereditary monare- 
chy: but onr good republican rulers tell us, it is so, and we cane 
not doubt the truth of it. 

In those countries where the structure and administration of 

the government is based on the ignorance and abject condition of 
the people, it is not strange that the arts of deception and false- 
hood should prevail against reason and common sense: but that 
a majority of the enlightened citizens of the United States, should 
fall the victims of the most absurd and fatal delusion, in the very 
infancy of that republic which, their wisdom, their virtue and he- 
roic deeds had but just achieved, is one of those political phe- 
nomenons, which prejudice. alone can divest of mystery. One 
would suppose that many of our citizens had utterly despaired of. 
saving the republic, and seeing the road to ruin inevitable, had 
resolved to shut their eyes against the light of truth, thinking that 
like asses they can travel * best in dangerous, roa: with blinders 
on. " 


u 
er inflict with impunity, so Jong as they assume the name of 
republican ? Notwithstanding they have seen Napoleon under 
that assumed name enslave and oppress thirty millions of delu- 
ded Frenchmen, and on the ruins of liberty, erect a despotism 
so horrid and so stupendous, that nothing but the conflagration 
of Moscow could stop its progress to the ruins of a world ! 

Yet in the United States this word republican: has acquired a 
magic, a resistless, charm. One who assumes that appellation 
attaches to his character, all those admirable qualities, which 
constitute the pure patriot, the exclusive friend of an elective 
government,(and the rights of man. While the man who. has 
the misfortune to be called a federalist, is not only proscribed 
as a tory and dangerous citizen, but becomes thereby absolute- 
ly disfranchised. For as it respects 1 the evils which may result 
to society or individuals, by excluding from office a large por- 
tion of our most respectable citizens, itis the same whether 
they are excluded through the a hey of fraud and delusion, 
or by power of the constitution. 

When during the French aaa the deluded citizens of 
that devoted countr y, believed there was no way to regain their 
« long lost liberties,” but by cutting off the heads of their best 
citizens, the error proved as fatal to the poor victims of the 
guillotine, and to the liberties of those who escaped it, as though 
they had suffered by virtue of authority derived from a consti- 
tution of civil government. When prejudice. becomes deep 
rooted, so as to gain an entire ascendency over the mind, it has 
the power of a law upon the conduct and becomes even’ a more 
invariable rule of action. For men are. Sometimes disposed to 
violate the law, and when they can with impunity, will do it ¢ 
owhereas, they never feel a ita to act gr hp their snye 

rate prejudices, oN 

‘When i in an elective government such prejudices have armed 
one part ‘of the citizens ‘against the other, and all confidence'in 
each other is lost, the minority are’ thereby rendered ineligible | 
to office, they are in effect disfranchised so long as such prejudices . 
are predominant. The republic in such a state partakes of an ar- 
jstocracy, in proportion as the number of preserved citizens, Fé- 


45 


duces the number of those who only can dipiniater the govern- 
ment. Suppose then we have in the United States, one million of 
free white male citizens, about five hundred thousand of these have 
the misfortune to be called federalists ; and are denounced as ene- 
‘mies to ourfree constitution and to republican liberty. Itis acknow- 
ledged these men areat least equally respectable, for their talents, 
their information, their wealth and useful habits. © Among the re- 
maining five hundred thousand, composing, the party in power, 
the leaders of that party willnot select and recommend to the peo- 
ple as candidates for office; more than one to five hundred, te) 
that in the present state of parties, the . electors who support the 
present policy by their suffrages, | under the influence of these in- 
veterate prejudices, which exclude federalists from a participation 
in the administration, have to select. those who are to. direct and 
controul our great national, concerns, from less than one thou- 
_sandth part of the freemen. And among these it will be acknow- 
ledged.a great number are more distinguished for their party 
zeal, than by those important qualifications which the high re- 
spectability of their trust requires. : 

So long as the influence of these prejudices continues to blind 

and delude so many of our citizens, the leaders of the party in 
power may rest secure in the patronage of their constituents, un- 
til they shall establisly an aristocracy on the ruins of liberty. 
_ Ifitis said the electors are not bound to regard a nomination 
made by.the leaders ofa party, it may be answered, it is equally 
true, that under the influence of party spir it and inveterate preju- 
dice, its usual concomitant ; it is certain they always have, and 
always will regard it. 

When therefore, it becomes an irrevocable EEN with a bare 
majority of the people to exclude from the administration, a cer- 
tain class of citizens, to be designated by a particular appellation, 
and comprising only a minority of the freemen, the leaders of that 
majority, may with impunity sacrifice the interests of their constit- 
uents, to the advancement of their own. For suppose you dismiss 
from their places ip the national legislature, the leaders of the 
majority, and appoint others of the same party in their stead, it is 
evident a combination may still exist among the few well inform- 
ed and influential leaders, of the party both in and out of office, for 
the purpese of promoting their own views, in opposition to the 
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“views and wishes’ of the people ; for so long‘as they assume. to 
themselves the right name, call it republican or what you please, 
they may rest assured that the majority will support them. i 
“And it is generally true, that the members'of the national legis- 
‘Tature, at the expiration of their term, if they are not re-elected, 
“are still provided with some snug office, and go out among their 
“constituents faithfully pledged to support that, ig which they 
have been ‘instrumental in establishing. 
From the nature of man and from the invariable efits of the 
influence of party spirit on his political conduct, it will always.be 
found, that to change the policy’ of an administration, i in an elective 
sovernment, where all ‘the electors are divided into two great par- 
ties, a revolution of those parties is absolutely necessary. |: Fede- 
' ral measures would never have been changed by federal men. 
' This truth you once believed. And those of you who pledged 
yourselves to restore the power of the federal administration, 
whenever you found yourselves ‘disappointed i in the result-of new 
measures, would now, it is believed, gladly change the present 
ruinous policy by restoring to power federal men, had not your 
pr ejudices usurped the throne of cool and dispassionate reason. 
“You are convinced that the merits of an administration of civil 
government should be adjudged ‘by its fruits and not by a name. 
And yet’ when the policy of our present rulers has involved us in 
scenes of calamity from which they have not power to extricate 
us, you persist in proscribing and denouncing as: unworthy of 
your confidence one half of your rapa! freemen, because they are. 
called federalists. Ae 
But there are times when the sige ob of political delusion, 
over a minority must come to an end, when the errors of rulers can- 
not be practised withimpunity. Such are times of great national ca- 
lamity; when life, liberty, and property are’ put at hazard.- Then 
it is that the errors of an administration, sheds on community its 
dire. effects and awakens the spirit of 3 inquiry into the causes of 
the evils which surround them. Such is the present crisis——-Un- 
til the commencement of the present war, the advocates for the 
late measures of the administration, have affected to view our po- 
litical dissensions with great indifference: to consider a faction 
in a free state‘as a necessary appendage of liberty. | But no soon- 
ex were hostilities proclaimed between this country and Great 
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and will ef another. 
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Britain, than the minority were called upon to join heart and Nand 


in vale of the contest, or submit to the imputation of being’ 


‘identifi d with the enemies of our country. “Thus was the oppo- 


gition to be hushed into silence, and the liberty of speech and of 


the press, those great bulwarks of freedom, prostrated in the dust. 


aA powerful minority is no longer. considered asa harmless 
faction. The affairs of the republic have come toa crisis, in 
whicli union has become indispensable to prevent a disastrous and’ 
inglorious termination of the present contest. But itis in vain to 
talk of pinion without just and correct views of the causes of our 
disunion. The advocates of the present, policy are disposed at 
dast to asci ‘ibe to our political dissensions, the present calamitous 
state of thin gs, and to the federalists the first blameable cause. 

if our misYortunes should lead us to retrace our steps, and un: 4 
influenced by passion to review our political conduct, and impar- 
tially to investigate the caus ses of our. divisions, .wé might stil ° 
profit by. them. The lesson: of history are before us,.and they 
haye taught us that thus far we have travelled step by: step, the 


downward course, of fallen republics. The evils which the im- 


mortal Washington, warned ug wouldsbe the effects of party spis 
rit, have already completed half their work of ruin. They have 


distracted the public councils, and enfeebled the public adminis- 


- tration: they haye agitated the community with ill founded year 


‘Jousies and false alarms i oc have, kindled the animosity of one — 


part against another: they hawe fermented occasionakriot and in- 
surrection: they have opened: the dodr to foreign influence and 
corruption, which have found a facilitated access to the govern- 


ment itself, through the channels of party passions, and the policy 


and will of this country has thereby been subjected to the policy 


. 
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is it not then our highest wisdom, while beset on every side by _ 

a foreign and powerful foe, to inquire with deep solicitudé who it — 
is that hath enkindled the flames of civil discord among outselves. 

The present war will probably come to an end, at no very dis- 
tant period of time: And we have too much reason to fear that 
the issue will be disastrous if not inglorious. | | | 

But the event of it or of any of our foreign relations, ake never 
secure to us durable peace arid prosperity, so long as we are dis- 
tracted with domestic animosity and dissension. mMe ifs 

In a free republic like ours, where all may possess the same 
means of knowing the state of public concerns, and are | ually 
interested in the general welfare, it is impossible that a Were dif- 
ference of opinion should divide them into two preat ‘parties — 
Other causes have operated to create our fatal divisiong. i aad 
must be examined. | It may not: yet be too late. 

Those who first excited il} founded prejudices among the Citi- 
zens were their worst enemies. aN LHe them out then, and let 
them know. by the: indignant voice of your disapprobation, that 
you will hereafter consider those who ‘shall without a cause, exe 
cite party dissensions, as more dang rous to your liberties, and 
more fatal to your peace and safety, than myriads of ‘mercenary : 
troops, the miserable tools and slaves of foretgn despots. 

That will be the most important crisis in the history of our re- 
publie when it shall be recorded of Us, that our reason and wis- 
dom triumphed over passion and prejudice. — Not that pe 
when by our courage we purchased liberty, but when by our yire 


tue we stamped on its existence, immortal duration. ‘i 
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_ That will be the most important CRISIS in the history of our 
republic, whenit shall be recorded of us, that our reason and wis-. 
dom triumphed over passion and prejudice 2 not that period when 
by our courage we purchased liberty, but when by our virtue we 


stamped on its existence, immortal duration. 
WRITTEN TOWARD THE CLOSE OF THE LATE WAR, 


(To the citizens of the United States. 


¥arexps anp Frrrow Cian 

IN" great and important revalutions which change either the 
form of government, or the policy of an administration, the peor 
ple soon lose sight of the first link in the chain of events, by which 
it is produced. : | 

That ardent love of power so generally, if not universally pre- 
dominant, operates on the passions, and disposes men to. investi- 

- gate the means by which they may retain it, rather than those by 

which they have been elevated. _ 

But if by any means weak or corrupt men gain the ascendency 
Ne the councils of the nation, no great or at least no very durable © 
evils, need be apprehended from their politicalerrors, provided 
their constituents seek for correct information, and remain uncor- 
rupted by the influence of party interests. 
- Yhere are men enough in every free state, who, to D aeauire 


| power, are ever ready to put in their claim, to the exclusive title 
; 


a 
yA] 


to patriotism ; / bibs to acquire wealth, would acquire political cou- 


/ 
sequence. 


It must therefore depend on the wisdom and virtue of the elec-’ 


tors, composed of the great mass of useful citizens, to select’such 
rulers as will best secure the perpetuation of liberty. But it un- 
fortunately happens in popular governments, that the electors 
from local or other causes, are often involved i in the. same ‘vor 
tex of error and misguided zeal, with their rulers. Iti is not strange 
that men who have not much cither, of 1 wisdom or vir tue, to boast 


of, should-in the exercise of power commit errors, and even per: 


severe in them, when they are thereby deriving immediate emol- _ 


uments to themselves. 


But that the electors* who aan no 5 neha from the aveadis) 


tration of civil government, but what result from the influence 


of wise and equal laws, that they should persist with persevering 
obstinacy, to support those, whose political conduct has been oppo- 
sed to their views and wishes, and whose measures have disappoin- 


ted their most sanguine hopes, cannot be accounted for in any 


other way than by supposing they are actuated by the influence of 


delusion and prejudice. 


Our error and our misfortune has been, that while we have 


seen and suffered the effects of party dissensions, we haye not re- 
traced our steps to. the first cause. According to the usual 


course of republics, we have progressed from bad to worse, un- 


til at last, the evils resulting from the pglicy of the last fourteen 


years appear to be fast approaching te toa remediless crisis. 


Tt has been well observed by a distinguished writer, “ that me | 


* The author would apply his remarks thr oughout this address, aie ; 


larly to that class of electors, who make no pretensions to the qualifications 
requisite to the duties of public office, and who, whenever they could discern 
th whoit interest 6F wii country, would pursue it. 
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le are never in such danger as when placing a blind confi- 


den¢e in their representatives ; who, acting in a body, divide the 


‘sense of shame or disgrace among each other, and do things from 
“whic a single suai however dissolute, would shrink with 


7 disg: ut? 


The electors may be said to act den the influence of sucha 
confid Geta when they support by their suffrages the authors of 
mneastines, of which they disapprove by whatever political name 

their representatives may be called. 3 

But, say the supporters of the present policy, although it ap- 

pears to us that the present war, and the measures which led to 


ity, are ruinous to the interests of the country, and might have 


‘been avoided, yet our representatives have a better view of the 


whole ground, than we can be supposed to. have, and therefore 


oe we must conclude rey have done what was best, although we 


had other views of our political state; and it is our duty quietly 


to submit to the will of the majority. eect 

The representatives, of that majority may however sanction 
measures opposed to your will. In that event you have but one ; 
constitutional remedy ; 3 by electing other men, who. venice such 
measures, and will change them. This you will not do; no matter 
by what motives ye are actuated, as it respects the evils which re- 
sult to the minority and to our country ; unless you will remove 
them by a wise use of your. ahh of auaaBes they must be endu- 
red, | 

By thee exercise 2 of this right, the tinoray. cannot remove thems 
although the proportion of their numbers to that of the majority 
shall be as ninety-nine to an hundred, and although the evils re- 
sulting trom such measures should fall with tenfold greater 
weight on that minority, than on the majority. 


This is not a mere chimerical view of the wretched conditign to 
which a free republic may be reduced. For there is no degree of 
degradation and misery, to which a minority may not be reduced 
by adominant party, acting under the dominion of infuriated pas- 
sion, or inveterate prejudice. Swe es sf. : 

But have you forgotten that there was a time when the leaders 
ofa minority. encouraged an open and violent resinance to m 
sures of which they disapproved. In 1792 under the administra- 
tion of President Washington, the execution of t laws imposing, 
a duty on spitits distilled within the United States was resisted ; >; \ 
and that resistance was encouraged by the very men | who were | 
then the leaders ofa minority, but who now direct the destinies of >) 
our country. : 3 
 ‘¥fresistance could be justified then; so it could at the present 
time with equal reason. Many of you who support the men in 
power at this time, did not then think it was the auly of the peo- 
ple quietly to submit to the will of the majority; ‘if that will was 
as you professed to believe, destructive of the eveat end of civil 
government. © 3 ae | ‘ee 

When you were the legitimate subjects of Great Britain i in 1775, 
you disclaimed the right of the Br itish parliament to tax you with- 
out your being represented; you would not submit to it. You 
would no longer be subjected to the evils ‘of! an administration, 
which you could not change. You are now represented ia the 
councils of the nation, and when your representatives tax you 
contrary to your wishes, and wantonly spread around vou devastae 
tion and misery, you ¢ presume they have done vey because ney 
are men of your own choice. : 2 
But does the right of shite give impunity to the, errors op 


evimes of rulers? 9 / 


S35 ref 


23 \ 


You endured the privations and sufferings of an eight year’s 
war, because you would not submit to the absurd maxim, that 
the King can dono wrong : And by a blind confidence, by an ob- 
‘stinate adherence to a certain class of citizens, you, would adopt a 
maxim equally absurd and fatal to liberty. “The privileges which 

the citizens are to derive from the right of suffrage, do not cor 

_ sistin the power which the freemen possess of exercising that 
tight, but in the actual exercise of it by a majority of the elce- 
tors, in a manner best calculated to previ? their toate intes 
rest andl happiness, 

Suppose a bare majority of the electors have eatubiishea it as 
an irrevocable principle, that they will never elect to office, any 
ene who shali be nominated by the ‘minority ; what’ benefits do 
that minority. derive from the right of suffrage ? You say they en- 
joy the benefit of laws: made by the men who are chosen by the 
majority, which 1 is all they can expect from an elective govern- 
ment. But suppose that majority elect men, who pursue a poli- ~ 
cy ruinous to the interest and happiness of the people, and should ! 
persist in supporting such men ; ought such a policy to demand - 
our confidence and cordial submission, because the authors of j¢ 
enjoy the right of suffrage! ? If the rights of the people are te 
be invaded with, ‘impunity ; if our liberties are to perish, is it a 
privilege of which freemen should boast, and in which they ought 
to exult, that they have the right of choosing the men who are to 
be the instruments of their ruin ? 

But it is said, the. representatives who are chosen by a majority 
of a free and enlightened people, will, itis to be presumed, best une 
derstand, and be disposed to pursue; the best means to promote 
the public good. : | 


- 


This was not the reasoning of the party in power seventeen’ 
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years 5 ago. At that time they arraigned at the bar of public Opini- 


ton, and condemned the measures of the representatives pf A great 
} } 


majority of the electors, a eae : 

You who now advocate the present policy; had not. tn its 
ed the absurd maxim, that the representatives: of a free People 
can do no wrong. You then ‘gloried i in ‘the privileges of ¢ an elec 
tive rovernment, because it authorized you. to change the Cot In- 
cils of the nation, by removing those who had deceived your. con- 


fidence. You then complained of the measures of federalists, be- 


cause they imposed unnecessary. and oppressive taxes. But our 


republican rulers have imposed a. tax on’ lands, houses,’ carriages, 
waggons, harness, licenses, auctions, stills, leather, ‘boots, eh 
caps, ladies’ hats, sugar, tobacco, snuff, segars, bar iron, roll’d 
iron, pig iron, cut nails, brads, sprigs, umbrellas, furniture, pa- 
per, candles, playing cards, saddles, bridles, ale, porter, and. a 
stamp tax, a double postage tax, and all to support a war which 


the people believed was unnecessary, and might with a little pru- 


dence have been avoided: and you have become silent as the grave 


upon the subject of federal measures: for if they chastised us 


with whips, itcan no longer be concealed, that our republican ru- ~ 


lers are now chastising us with scorpions, The people there- 


fore have exhibited some symptoms of ’a: disposition to exercise 


the right of suffrage, by restoring. to power those men who have’ 


invariably warned them, that the policy of the last fourteen years, 


would lead to the present disastrous.state of things. 


But no sooner has the result of an election exhibited to public’ 


view, some evidence of an inclinatien in the electors, to consult 


their eyes rather than their ears, in forming their opinions of po- 
litical characters, than the old cry of British influence; monarchist, 


and tory, is raised with redoubled efforts ; so glaring is the dis- 
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Ch imivation hetwe een republican and federal measures, in favour? af 


the latter, that there is danger, that even the « moles wall be cured 
of their blindness.” : 

If the federalists committed err ors in their administration four- 
teen ‘years ago, they are no longer consider ed as obstacles to their 
restoration to power, since in that respect the. little finger of Mr. 
Madison, has become thicket than the loins of Washington or 
Adams, I io. 

The republican fesdere: twenty- -five yeai's ago, were well aware 
that the test of experience might eventually expose the fallacy 
of their new policy ; ; and thereby restore to confidence and to 
power, the prescribed federalists. | 

At was not therefore against federal measures only, or principal- 
ly, but against federal men, that the efforts of the first opposition 
were directed. They were denounced as dangerous men;attach- 
ed to monarchical principles, and inimical to republican liberty. 
These accusations; unceasingly urged, have, excited prejudices 
which have grown so inveterate as to:-become a rule of action, an 
inviolable law. Andit is no longer a question whether they ought 
not quietly to submit to any evils which may result from the vices 
or errors of their republican leaders, rather than trust their poli- 
tical concerns to the controul of federalists. _We now see a few 
individuals, who claim the exclusive title to patriotism and re- 
publican virtue, chosen from less than one thousandth part of the 
freemen, set at the helm, exulting inthe triumphs of delusion and 
pr ejudice, over reason and truth : Our. territory invaded by a 
powerful foe, and nearly one half of our citizens disfranchiscd, and 
identified with the enemies of our country. Such a state of things 
cannot long continue. | . Our ‘political state must be regenerated: 


A revoltition in the public opinion is indispensable. 
D 


Or. 
ad 
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‘Whatever may be the cv ent of the present war, in the present 


state of the world, we cannot ‘expect any aed long and uninter- 
rupted state of peace. | 


In times of common danger, we have found from recent expe- 
rience, that union is the great bulwark of our safety. In the midst 
of surrounding commotions and ruins, pause tlien, fellow-citizens, 
for a moment, and review the motives of your political conduct, 
and with the integrity of virtuous freemen, examine the evidence 
upon which you have founded your political prejudices, 

In the long confiict for power which has engaged the two. great 
political parties in this country, it is evident the Brae mass of elec- 
tors, who would at this time. exclude from office federal meri, 
have lost sight of the origin of our political dissensiohs. 

¥ou now believe that those of your fellow-citizens, who’ are 
talled federalists, are enemies to > republican liberty, and friends 
to an hereditary monarchy. | 

But where is your evidence of the hee There are but two 
modes of proof, by which we can attest to the sentiments of oth- 
ers: one of whieh we derive from their professions, and the other - 
from some overt act, the nature of which clearly evinces to the 
mind, the principle which must have produced it. | 

And has any federalist, whose political ‘opinions have been 
thought to merit public consideration, ever announced to his feI- 
low-citizens, in any communication of his political sentiments, 
either public or private, his predilection toa monarchy, or his 
attachment tothe British nation ! a Bid so, who was that federalist ? 
when and on what occasion, and t io ‘whom was such a communica- 
tion niade? YF there had been ene ‘such instance of republican 
degeneracy, would not the fact admit of proof, and the evidence 


have been een announced to the public thr ough the ‘jmedium - 


ag 


of. the es: 2 But no such evidence has ever been exhibited, for 
his plain reason, t that it never did exist. But on the contrary, 
whenever the sentiments of federalists on this ‘subject have been 
disclosed, they have invariably evinced a strong predilection to 
our republican constitution as the only form of government which 
could best promote t the happiness of the people. 

Fisher Ames, hse character for political science, and pure 
morality, stands ‘unrivalled i in our history, about ten years ago 
wrote a disser tation on the ts Dangers of American Liberty,” and 

sent it to a fr iend for his ‘perusal, who retur ned it With an expec- 
tation that i it would have been published at that time. In thati in- 
teresting Work we find the following remarks which cannot be 
thought i impertinent to our pr esent object. | | | 
& This is certain, the body of the federalists were always and 
yet are esséntially democratic in their political notions. he truth 
is, the American nation, with ideas and pr ejudices wholly demo: 
cratic, undertook to frame, and expected tranquilly and with en- 
ergy and success, to administer a republican government. It is, 
and ever has been my belief, that the federal constitution was as 
good or vary nearly as good as our country could bear; that the 
attempt to introduce a mixed monarchy was never thought of, 
‘and would have failed if. it had been made ; and could have proe 
ved only an inveterate curse to the nation if it had been adopted 
cheertully, and even unanimously by the people.” The many- 
script 1 which contained these remarks, remained i In the possession 
of Mr. Ames about three years, and until his: death ; 3 which clear. 
ly shows that he had no anxiety that it should have been publish. 
ed. That great and good man who fad no enemies but what were 


created. by party influence, never indeet believed it was necessa- 


ry, or the duty of patriotism; to use a single arguinent through 


the whole of his writings, t to convince the siete that the federal. 
ists were friends to republican liberty: and thought as he expres- 
sed himself, that the assertions to the contrary were « impudent 
falsehoods,” made only to cull the unsuspecting freemen out of 
their confidence i in federal MED, 2 

It is a fact, that since the commencement of our political dis- 
sensions, only two men have been designated among the whole 
body of federali ists, as having publicly announced sentiments fa- 
vorable toa ronarchical government. 

One of these, and the first, who was denounced as One, whose 
sentiments had a dangerous influence was ‘Jobn Adams, late Pre. 
sident of the United Stateene Wy hen I ‘say he was the first, I speak 
in the language of those citizens who have been deceived with re- 
spect to the origin of our political dissensions. If truth can pre- 
vail oyer falsehood and prejudice, and they will hear it—it will 
convince them that the opposers of federalism, directed their first 
efforts against Washington and his policy. But so unchangeable 
was the confidence, of the great body. of the people i in his talents 
and his character, both as a hero and statesman, such their un- 
bounded admiration of his wisdom, bis virtue and disinterested 
patriotism, that the torrent of calumny and abuse, which issued 
from the democratic pieces at that time, against him and his po- : 
licy, had no effect, in withdrawing the confidence of the ' people 
from the man on whom they had rested their hopes through the 
trying scenes of the revolution. : aa ‘ ; 

It would have been indeed : an Herculean task, to have destroy- 
ed the credit of an administ ation over which Washington presid- 
ed. It must indeed have been a work of much time, and have 
‘required arrangements, difficult in their execution, to operate 


ay 
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with success against an administration, which commenced under 
the “most flattering auspices, and which | had inspired our citizens 
ein the most flattering hopes. , 

“A considerable time had elapsed, before those Raper, which; 
were ‘the vehicles of slander against federal men and measures, 
were extensively circulated. And those who might have early 
discovered the calumnies 2 against Washington, must have concl u- 
ded they were the effect of some invisible and mysterious policy, 
hot founded i in a disposition hostile to, his char acter or CES / 

Although that opposition to federalists, which bas ended 3 in fx. 
ing. the present, inveterate prejudices of our citizens, began with 
the first operations of the government, certain It is, that the great 

‘mass of electors, who by oe suffrages support the men now in 
power, trace the origin of their par ty prejudices, no farther back 
than to the administration of Mr. Adams, who it was Said, was 
disposed to extend the influence of his. principles both by his 
precepts and example 5 ; that he was a dangerous man, because he 
thought the British constitution better than our own. 

‘Where is the evidence of this fact to be found : 2 Did he ever 
make any declaration, either directly or indirectly, that such were 
his sentiments? You have said ee were to be found in itis ° wri 
tings. : 

At will ‘be recollected. ‘that after the establishment of, our inde- 
pendence, the people were free to form for themselves, civil con- 

. stitutions, according to their own ideas, of liberty, independent of 


aay shes We power. The then thirteen states, therefore chose 


ar 
. 


and established. for themselves, constitutions of gover nment, ‘oua. 
ded on principles similar to hae which: the United Shae eye 


since edgated. 7 
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Mr. Turgot, a Frenchman, in aletter* to Dr. Price, ackabw 
ledges that he was not satistien with those con stitutions, and ob- 
serves, that “ by most of them, the customs of England were imi+ 
tated, without any particular motive. Instead of collecting all 
authority into one centre, that oF the nation, they have established 
different bodies—a body of representatives, a council and a gover- 
nor, because in England, there i is a house of commons, a house of 
lords, and a king ! my Against this attack of Mr. Turgot on the 
American constitutions, Mr. Adams wrote and published a de- 
fence; a defence of those very principles of a republican form of : 
government, which are recognized in our. present constitutions. 
It has been the peculiar province of : a fow leaders of democracy i in 
the United States, to discern in this celebrated defence of repub- 
lican principles, a predilection i In hie author to an hereditary mo- : 
narchy. This work of Mr. Adams, 1 is now "before me, from which 
it appears that those who have represented his. writings as baer 
ofhis predilection for a monarchy, have either misunderstood, or 
misrepresented them. The question: between ‘Mr. Adams and 
Mr. Turgot was not whether a republican form of government 
was preferable toa monarchy, but what form of government was 


best calculated to secure the duration of r epublican liberty. Both 


-* This letter of Mr. Turgot and the principles contained in it, had beyond 
a doubt, a great influence on the conduct of the democratic. party, in oppo- 
sing the constitution in its present form. The respective states had in their 
constitutions provided, that there should be three departments or branches 
of the legislature, a governor, senate, and house of repr esentatives, and un- 
der such constitutions, had formed their political principles and habits, It 
must be ascribed to French influence, that |i in forming our present constitu- 
tion, those who professed an excessive partiality for France, were for abol- 

ishing the office of chief magistrate and senate or council. The object of 
‘Turgot’s letter was evidently to influence the conduct of the Americans in 
forming their present constitution. French influence is of no recent date in 
the councils of the nation: 
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agreag that the people were the source of all legitimate power; 
and had a right to choose for themselves, such a form of rovern-= 
ment Be they believed would best comport ¥ with she great ends of 
its institution. ‘ 

~ Mr. Adams contended in hie book against Mr. Turgor’s opin- 
ion, that a chief” magistrate, and senate or council, as provided in 
the American constitutions are indispensable to constitute that 
equilibrium of power, necessary to secure the rights of the peo- 
ple in every free state. - He ‘believed that the British nation had 
improved on the science of zovernment, by introducing three se- 
parate and independent branches into her constitution to support 
that eouiecilien % | : 

But to prove him a monarchist his writings have been misquo- 
ted, earbled and ‘misconstrued. 

As evidence of his predilection for a monarchy, the following 
part of a sentence has been often quoted as his sentiment, from 
the 70th page of the first volume of his Defence 2: The Eng- 
dish ‘constitution is the ‘most stupendous fabrie: of human in- 
‘vention.””* ~ But does nese prove that he prefered this. stupen- 
dous fabric to that which the American Convention erected in 
. forming our ‘own constitution ? On the succeeding page of the 
same volume, Mr. Adams has disclosed his sentiments relative 
to our republican institutions, in expressions which cannot be 
mistaken. ‘ “ They, meaning the Americans, says he, have not 
rade their first magistrates hereditary, nor their senators : here 
they differ from the English constitution and with great propri- 
ety. The agrarian In America is divided into the hands of the 
common mee, in ‘every ‘state, in such a mhanner that nineteen- 

* The “itoie setitetice i as follows, < Y sy ee Ren a iy Ene! sh 


constitution is in theory, the most stupendous fabric of human invention, 
beth for the adjustment of the balance, and the prevention of its vibrations.” 


twentieths of the property would ies in the hands of the coms 
mons, let them appoint whom they could for chief magistrate 
and senators: the sovereignty then in fact, as well as “morality, , 
must reside in the whole body of the people ; and an n hereditary 
king and nobility, who should not govern, according to the pub- 
lic opinion, would infallibly be tumbled instantly from their pla- 
ces; itds not ably most prudent then, but absolutely necessary, 
to avoid continual violence, to give the people a legal, constitu- 
tional, and peaceable mode of changing their rulers whenever 
they discover i improper principles or dispositions i in them.” Tn 
another part of his writings* on this subject, he makes ye . fole 
lowing remarks :—~“ It is become a kind of swan among Wri- 
ters to admit as a maxim, that if you could be always sure of a 
wise, active and yirtuous prince, monarchy would be the best 
of governments. But this i is so far fr om being admissible, het 
it will forever remain true, that afree government has a great 
ady antage over a simple monarchy. The bestand wisest prince 
by means of a freer communication with his people, and the 
greater opportunities, to- collect the best advice from the best of 
his subjects, would have an eminent advantage i in a. free state, 
more than i ina monarchy.” SS hie aon 5 cant ge 

But it is penne cd fo quote farther Sin, his. writings, to 
convince my fellow- -citizens, that many of them have been de- 
ceived with respect to their import. _ Iti is true that Mr. Adams 
like every other man. who has any. knowledge of the history of - 
republics, well knew that the election of chief magistrate, and 
other great officers of state, had in every great nations been ate 


tended sooner or "ater, with vigleute, pipers and cm spe- 
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cies of corvuption : and was 5 appreliensive that such might be 
Poe when, it might be necessary to resort to that 
remedy provided i in the constitution, by calling a convention. 
But even in such an event he exults i in the. reflection that “ such 
a convention may still prevent the first. magis trate from becom, 
ing absolute ; as well as hereditary. crn have quoted some seni- 
timents of his from his writings, to present to the public view 
one of those abate falsehoods, on which that stnpendous sys- 
tem of delusion and, prejudice has been erected, by which nog 
eral men have been driven from the councils of the nation. 

The truth is, the writings of Mr. Adams have been repre- 
sented as evidence of his monarchical principles, by those who. 
never read them, and who knew nothing of their contents : and 
thousands have received such representations as truth: and 
have therefore infered that those who would confide im him to 
execute the important trust of chief magistrate, must have been 
attached to. the earne principles by which he was influenced. 

While he was writing his celebrated Defence of our repub- 
jican institutions in England, the Convention framed our pre- 
sent Constitution, which came to his knowledge; when he was 
about drawing his work to a conclusion : upon which he made 
the following remarks : “ ILis now in our power to eS this 
work to a conclusion with unexpected dignity. Inthe course 
of the last summer, two authorities have appeared, greater thap 
any that have been quoted, in which the principles we have at- 
tempted to: defend, have, been acknowledged. The firstis an 
drdthanes of Congress of the 13th of July, 1787, for the goy- 
ernment of the Territory of the United States Northwest oF 


* See Adams’ Defence, Vol. I. p. 283. 
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éhe Ohio ; the second is, the report. of the Convention at Phi- 
lade! Iphia, ‘of the 17th of Septembeh, ‘787. " The former cone 
fedetation of the ‘United States was formed upon the model anda. : 
example of all the: confederacies, ancient ‘and modern, i in which 
the federal council was only a diplomatic Body : even the Lycian, 

| which is thought to have been the best, was no: more. The. 


magnitude of territory, the population, the wealth. and com- } 


merce, and especially the rapid growth of the’ ‘United’ States ma 


have shewn such a sovernment to be inadequate to their wants; 
and the new system, which seems adinirably calculated to: unite: 
their interests and affections, and bring them to an vniformity. : 
of principles and sentiments, fs equally wel} combined to unite © 
their wills and’ forces as a single nation. A result of accom- 
morlation cannot be supposed to reach the ideas of perfection. 
of anyone; but the ‘conception ‘of such sn idea, and the delib-. 
erate union of so great and various a people in such a plan, is,. 
without all ‘partiality or prejudice, if not the ereatest exertion 
of human understanding, the greatest single effort of national 
deliberation that the dha has ever seen. That it may be im-. 
proved is not to be doubted, and provision is made for that 
purpose, in the’ report itself. A people who could conceive, 
and can adupt it, we need not fear’ will be able to amend it, 
when by experience, its inconveniences and linperfections shalt 


be seen and felt.”? Ha Doge 


Thus end Xe writings of Mr. Adams, with the trongest 


expressions of his approbation of that very constitut ion which — 


he was scoused of wishing to subvert." Because he had dis. 


, 


"It isa well known = that since Mr. ee has expressed. some : 
opinions in favour of the late measures of ihe present administration, the 
-republitans have spokén of his poliggeat character in the strongest terms of 
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“cernment to discover ‘the danpers, to which republican liberty 
vas exposed, and had wis dom ‘to point us to a WePicsys he has 
heen denounced as an enemy to republics, 

‘The delusion which has been, practised upon the honest free. 
men of this country respecting | the. political principles of Mr. 
Adams, may yet convince them that if they . would preserve 
their rights, they must become their own guardians, and not 
trust toa constitution written on paper: :nortoa blind eopfacace 
in men whose title: to patriotism, is. evidenced only by their 
‘professions. ; 

Perhaps no one thing has had more: agency, in effecting that 
change. of men and measures in this country, by which the 
present policy was introduced, than the prevaleney of an opin. 
ion among the people, that Mr.. Adams was hostile in his prin- 
ciples to republican liberty, and that. he hoped by the influence 
of his measures, gradually to undermine our, republican insti- 
‘tutions, a and erect on. their rnins, a -monarchy, | 


What man is there then, among Us, who ee that wis. 


‘dom and virtue are, essential | requisites, to support, and perpet- | 


gate the privileges of a free cons titution, who has. not reason to 
be alarmed for the existence “of our own, ? j 

‘When it is considered that in this enlightene dage, and in 
this fr ee r public, where the means of correct information are 


as well provided, as the condition of man, and the course of hu- 


man affairs han admit; even here it is found ona review of our. 


political state, that a larg oe portion of the honest freemen, have 


approbation : whieh proves that tt ey never had any deeielcaidion as they’ 


pretended, from the dangerous influence of his‘ monarchical principles, for 
they make no pretension that these have in any mA changed. Let aman 
approve of the conduct of the men in power, and there is no danger of his 
predilection for a monarchy: he is orthodox. 


oe 
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in the great concerns, which relate to the security of thely dear- 
est rights, acted under the: influence of as absurd and barefaced 
falsehoods as were ever imposed on the ‘wretched and degr aded 
yotaries of despotic power. And that those who have been the 
authors of such falsehoods, and who have given them currency, 
with the zeal of enthusiasts, and. the malignity of fiends, have 
thereby become the guardians of our ae and the © disposers 
ofour national wealth, and fortunes !! ee fw ; 

Men who to acquire. power would violate the truth, and Sis 
ience the voice of reason, will never ‘fail to tyrannize and oppress 
whenever they can doit with impunity. 

Mr. Adams has remarked tn his obese on the subject of cor- 

mupt elections, that ** mankind have universally discovered that 
chance was preferable to a corrupt choice, and have trusted 

Providence rather than themselves.” And this, mankind always 

ill discover for this very obvious reason, that chance may 

sometimes de that for us which i is best : wher eas a corr rrupt choice 
nust inevitably do that for us which i is worst, 

But we hope and believe that the public morals are not yet 
so far corrupted, that we have ne longer any ground to hope, 
dhat our elections’ may yet be restored to their original purity. 

if reason and truth will not convince us, our mistoPaces may, 
chat if we suffer ourselves to be deceived in the choice of ie 

rulers, we shall have to pay for our folly, by a surrender of bie ; 
‘property and our rizhts. 

Alexander Hamilton whose name “ would have honored Greece 
in the are of Aristides,” has been also designated from among 
the federal ranks as a monarchist, and as having possessed prin- 


sinics hostile to republicaa liberty.” His enemies have attempted 


ee 87 


to adduce proofs _ of this from retnarks he ‘made while a member 
<4 of SOT 
of the ‘convention which framed our present constitution. Dur- 


ing the debates on that occasion he expressed opinicns in favour 
ofa system of govern nment which should render the executive 
‘and senate, though elective, more permanent than they are by 
. the constitution which was finally adopted by the people. But it 
is ‘not known that, he ever explained the extent of the duration 
: which he wouid have fixed upon for those departments, His ene- 
mies have said that he would hed had the president and: senate 
hold their offices during g good behaviour. And this is the high- 
est. accusation that even his enemies have raised against him, 
But even this is ‘not true, andif it had been, it would prove no- 
thing of fis predilection for a monarchy. It is well known that 
he afterwards supported the constitution, as framed, with great 
ability, and contributed essentially to itsadoption. | 
He might without the spirit of prophecy, have looked for ward 
to such a state of things as now exists: when it might become 
necessary that Congress should possess the power more effectu- 
ally of controuling the sovereignties and spa eee « the resoure 
ces of the respective states. 
rE here was a great diversity of opinion among the members of | 
the Convention respecting thé extent and duration of the power 
which should be vested in the chief magistrate and the ‘seuate, 
The leaders of those who advocated these opinions were. Mr 


Hamilton and Mr. Jefferson. 


ae To the’ difference of dad achat argse on this sub- 
* Tt is nee ‘necessary to trace the causes of our political dissensions far- 
ther than to that difference. of op: nion between Mr. Hamilton snd Mv. Jef- 
ferson, on the subject of ‘the constitution: to show the origin of the two 
por'tics which are distinguished by the names of federal and repubkcan, 
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ject, may | be anda y traced ‘the organization of Howe two pare 


ties called federal and republican, which have since agitated and 


shaken the foundations of our republic to its centre, 4 

‘The animosity, which might have been created on that eccasion, 
Danae not to have surv! ved the adoption of the constitution, For 
it was finally unanimously adopted by the convention, and the in- 
~ strument itself inclosed i ina letter signed by the president: in 


which, he remarked that the “ constitution. was the result of a 


spirit of amity and of that mutual deference and concession, which 


she peculiarity of their political situation rendered indispensable : 
that it will meet the full and entire approbation of every State is 
riot to be expected: but each will doubtless consider, that had 
her interest been alone consulted the consequences might have 
‘bcen particularly disagrceable or injurious to others; that it is as 
liable to as few exceptions as could have been reasonably ex pect- 
cd, we hope and believe ; that it may promote the lasting welfare 
of that country so dear to usall, and secure her freedom ay hap- 
piness, is our most ardent wish.”? K Rot 


I have mentioned this happy result of the convention to show 


that the conciliatory motives by which the members of that body, : 


appear to have been actuated, were such, that they ought not, 
neither could sound policy, or any principle of real patriotism 


Yor a moment: admit, that they should ever after, haye been ar- 


raigned at the bar of public opinion. Yet notwithstanding the 


and to show that theprejudices which were soon after excited. against the 
federalists were founded entirely in falsehood and delusion. The origin of 


eur dissensions may be traced to a disposition which was: apparent among 
the people sdon after the ter mination of the rey olutionary War. ‘It is hoped 
that a full view of this important subject may yet be presented to the peo- 
ple of the United States, before the errors which result from mistaken eon- 
ceptions of our political state shall produce evils remediless and fatal to re- 
‘oublican liberty a 
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happy, result of the convention, and the subsequent adoption of 
the constitution : immediately after the organization of our -go2 
vernment under President Washington—a_ party made its appear. 
ance in Congress, and. uniformly opposed almost every measure 

of great national concern ; and from the opinians of Mr. Hamil- 

ton on the subject o of the constitution, attempted to adduce argue 
ments, to prove that both Hamilton himself, and. the advocates 
for his policy, were. influenced by monarchichal principles. 

Mr. Hamilton, it is true, openly avow ed the opinion, that the 
greatest danger, to which the constitution Was exposed, arose _ 
from its imbecility ; and that our liberty had more to fear from 
the encroachments of the great states, than from those of ie 
general government. In the event of a foreign war which we 
now experience, he doubtless believed, ‘that those states which 
might not approve of the policy which produced it, would not: 
render those essential aids, which. might he “necessary to insure 
its success: and it is not impossible but that he might hice. pre- 
ferred a constitution which would vest in Congress that power to 
cemmand the militar ¥ forees of the respective states, which they 
have attempted to ‘exercise in the present war, without any au- 
thority derived from the constitution. But while a member of 
the convention, or on any aiuer occasion, it is. not known, that he’ 


_6ver expressed a sentiment which evinced his. predilection fac an 


hereditary government, or attachment to the British nation, 
Those thousands of republicans who knew his transcencant worth f 
and had seen and felt the influence of his Wisdom and benevolence, 
witnessed their love and admiration, of his personal virtue, and 
Emel COR in the effusions of their indignation against the base 
anthor of his final age ada and the profound respect, with 


which they paid their last std honors te his remains. 
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It is true that distinguished men éE both political a dae have, 
in private conversation, expressed ‘their apprehensions that our ' 
republican constitution would not long endure the attacks of fac- 
tion, of passion, of 1 vice, and. error. And such expressions when 
utterred by federalists, have been construed into principles, and 
represented as proofs, of a a disposition to change 0 our r government 
for a monarchy. ie 

During the presidency of Mr. J ater son, the writer of this ad- 
dress well recollects, that Mr. Granger, late post-master gene- 
val, in a conversation relating to the dangers of republican liber- 
ty, remarked, that he did net think the period very remote, when 
a despotic government would be established on the ruins of our 
zepublic. But that gentleman like all others, who have made 
similar remarks, doubtless founded his opinion on his knowledge. 
of political events, the nature of man, and the usual course, and 
fate of republics. But the man who would receive such opinions 
as proofs of a predilection for a monarchy, cannot be competent 
* exercise the right of suffrage. / 3 

Attempts are not made to practise imposition, relative to this 
subject, on those who know the history of. our political concerns: 
Mr. Jefferson at the time of his inauguration, must have known, 
that many of the, freemen throughout the Union, had Teceived 
false impressions, respecting the motives and principles of fede- 
val men. But surrounded as he was, at that time, by the officers 
of government, and others distinguished for political science, he 
would not risque his reputation, by making a false discrimination 
between the political principles of those who were his advocates 
and opposers. A sense of the dignity and high responsibility ate 
ached to the rharacters of those who are placed at the head of 


{ 
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the’ respective departments, and who i in reality direct the deéstis 
nies of our ‘country, presents a motive too vast, too irresistible, to 
admit the supposition that they could prevaricate in announcing 
facts, which are to constitute a public and, official document. On 
that occasion he announced to the public and to the’ ‘world the 
truth, when he said we have called by different names, brethren of 
the same principle, «6 ‘We are all republicans, we are all fede- 
ralists.” And again, recall to. syour: recollection’ fellow-citizens, 
his farther remarks. on that occasion, «Let us then’ said he,’ 


“ with courage and | confidenc ¢ pursue our own federal and repubs 


Bn 


lican principles.” 

Hada suggestion escaped Hit that his political opponents had 
a predilection for the British government, he knew too well, the — 
ridicule and contempt to which it would have exposed him. No, 
| fellow-citizons, it is not known that Mr. Jefferson himself ever 
pretended to any one, that a difference of opinion with respect ta 
‘the choice of a eovernment, was the origin of our political dissen- 
| sions. But he well knew that, great numbers of the freemen had 
been duped by political quacks and impostory, into a belief, that 
federalists were attached to monarchical principles; and that te 
those false prejudices he owed his elevation: 

Had. he believed: that certain andluentiod leaders of the federal-. 
ists, entertained principles opposed to our republican form of 20- 
vernment, and to'the union of the States, it would have been his dy. 

ty to have publicly announced this information to Congress, and 
to have warned the people to avoid the influence of such men, and 
denounced them a3: dangerous, citizens. But although such a, 
measure might have been highly eratifying to the deluded votas 
ries of his power, it would have excited among the people a call 
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4 
on him for his proofs of the existence of such principles. The 
republican chief was not to. be caught in such a dilemma. The 
triumphs of delusion, over fate and reason, were not i thus to be 
defeated, Poke wire 
Let it not be Erbin, that thee every effort had Geen made 
_ by the friends of Mr. Jefferson, which cunning or hypocrisy could 
devise, to establish in the public mind a. difference between the 
principles of those who were called federalists and republicans, In 
favour of the. latter, the first act a his administration was to de-. 
clare, there was no difference. | 
For this act of treachery towards his copatriots, it was thought 
sit that time he might be justified, even in dispensing with the old 
maxim, “ honor among thieves,” when he thereby excited such 
flattering hopes of his intention to break down that spirit of party; 
which had disgraced the country, and threatened the ruin of her 
interests and happiness. But subsequent events soon taught us, 
that the man who owed his elevation to dissensions among the 
people, was not destined to unite. them, | 
I have presented to-your view the evidence hat has nt ex: 
hibited to the public, to prove from the writings or declarations 
of John Adams and Alexander Hamilton, that they were monar- 
chists. : 
ahs! do you, as you pretend, believe in the ‘polities! character 
and policy of Washington ? Then let me tell you that he never, 
‘@n any occasion, on which it was proper for him to notice their 
principles | or measures, neglected to give them his entire approba+ 
tion and perfect confidence. Mr. Hamilton, after having been falsely 
accused by the republican party, of. accumulating great wealth by 
Wicit means, wag finally: urged by: necessity, to resign the office of 


* 
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Secretary, which he held under Washington ; having spent in the 
public service a great part of the fruits of his former labours. 
Mr. Adams, at the end of his presidential term, retired at the 
‘request of the republicans, to make room for Mr. Jefferson, who 
at that time declared the government was in the full tide of Suc; 
: cessful experiment : : And I need not tell You, it is now Bvetwhel- 
med with suffering and disgrace. : 

Towards the close of the presidential term of Mr. Atlan; the 
views which Washington had at that time of his measures, and 
the political state of the country as it respected our relations with 
France, are concisely stated in a letter addressed by him to Mp. 
Adams, of which the following is an extracts— 

« It was not possible for me to remain ignorant of, or indifferent 
to recent transactions. The conduct of the directory of France 

towards our country ; their insidious hostility to its government ; 
their yatious practices to withdraw the affections of the people 


from it; the evident tendency of their arts and those of their 


> 


agents, to countenance and inyigorate opposition ; their disregard 
of solemn treaties and the laws of nations ; their war upon our 
‘defenceless commerce ; their treatment of our ministers of peace, 
and their demand, amounting to tribute, could not fail ta excite in 
me sentiments corresponding with those my countrymen haye so 
generally expressed in their affectionate addresses to you. Be- 
lieve me, sir, no man can more cordially approve the wise and 
prudent measures of your administration op 4 ought to inspire 
universal confidence.” oi as 
‘Yet that party who noetigied the name of republican, that party 
which Washington called the French party, and which he said 
were the curse of this country, and the source of al} the evils it 
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had to €ncounter s+ bad it seems withdrawn their confidence from’ 


Mr. Adams, and the measures of his administration, and denoun- 
ced them as hostile to republican liberty. And your republican 
Jeaders, even to this time, would have you believe, that your | pre 
fudices against federal men commenced with the administ: ation 
of Mr. Adams. | | 
But let the voice of reason ‘and truth. be heard) f¥ou Pays 


i" 
. 


been deceived; you was jealous of your liberty; inan ungrarded 
snoment you yielded to the dominion of passion ; you did not con- 
sider the fatal tendency of ill founded’ prejudices ; and you have 
arraigned and condemned the political characters and principles 
of a great portion of your fellow citizens, against reason, truth and 


justice. 


I have observed, thatthere are but two modes of beet by nN ich, 


wwe can attest to the sentiments of others, either by ‘their profes: 
sions or some overt act, the nature of which clearly evinces to 
the mind the principle which must have produced it. But feder- 


alists from the greatest to the least, profess a strong predilection 


* “The following extract of a letter from General Washington to Charles 
Carrol of Maryland, dated Mount-Vertion, August 2d, 1798, several months 
after passing all those laws, which seem so obnoxious to the par ty now in. 
power, wil! show ee right they have to claim any advantage from ies po- 
pularity of his name,’ 

“ Although, ”? says Gen. Washineton, a | highly approve of the measures 
_ taken by the government, to place this country in a posture of defence, and 
even wish they had been more energ getic, and shall be ready to obey its call, 
under the reservations I have made, whenever it is made : yet I am not villi 
out hope, mad und intoxicated as the French are, that they will pause before 
they take the last step. That they have been deceived in their calculations 
on the division of the people, and the powerful support they expect from 


their party, is reduced to a a certainty, though it is somewhat equivocal still, 


whether. THAT, PARTY who have been’ THE CURSE OF THIS COUN- 
TRY and the SOURCE OF THE EXPENSES WE HAVE TO ENCGUN : 
TER, may not be able to continue THEIR DBLUSION.—What 2 pity it 
is the expense could not be taxed upon them,” 
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for our republican constitution ; ; they say they are republicans, one 
and all, and Mr. J efferson has also said the same, and nothing: 
they have ever said or written, Which has ever come to the know-. 
mee of the public, has furnished any evidence to the contrary. 
“And here permit metoask you, who claim the exclusive title 
to the appellation of: republican, what other proofs have you to 
evince to the: mind the republicanism of your principles, than 
your professions ? 

Were you to reason with an ancient christian on this subject, 
he would pr obably say to you; shew me your principles without 
your works, and I will shew you my principles by my works, If 
it would not give offence i in this enlightened age, to ask the same 

“question, the answer would be the same now as then. Principles 
are not of themselves objects. ‘of vision, but fundamental tr uths, 
which exist’ in the mind, and are the source from which actions 
are produced. “Ttis impossible therefore to show to the world 

. that your principles are republican, except by measures, which 

are the natural result and effect of such principles; unless the 
name republican is to be consideréd as evidence of the pel 
of him who is pleased to assume the appellation. 

‘This kind of proof however will not pass current unless it is 
| among mad men and ideots. | | 

It reminds one of the limner who before he exhibited his pic- 
tures to public view, took care to designate the respective an- 

; imals- which he would represent, by writing directly over each 
ene its: proper mae, thak the. spectator might not mistake the 
lion for the lamb. _ If the artist wanted either skill or disposition to 
exhibit any ¢ other evidence ‘of the nature of the animal he would 
represent than the name, he was blameless, provided he taxed the 


people nothing for his exhibition. 
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Should this be considered. a digression from the subject, I hope 
it will be pardoned ; for I confess I feel an irresistible inclination 
to treat the subject of distinguishing political principles by names, 
with contemptuous levity. If names are hereafter to be admitted 

as evidence of principles, I would beg leave to suggest a mea- 
sure of convenience to prevent mistakes in future. Let Mr. Mad- 
ison appoint one or, more persons in each county throughout the 
union, whose business it shall be to go about and i investigate the 
qualifications of those whe shail assume the name of republican, 
and baptize them only, who shail be found orthodox, in the name 
bf the God of liberty and equality ; who shall thereupon be. ae 
tled toa red cap with the word republican, written. in Jee capi- 
tals on the front, to be det at the expense of the goyerne 
ment, and direct that it shall be worn on all days of election. . This 
would have a tendency to exclude impostors from assuming that 
honorable title, and enable the people thereby to discern and duly. 
appreciate their real friends, “Should such a regulation take 
place, there would still be found a great number of citizens, who 
although they Boles their attachment to republican principles, 
yet do not claim an exclusive title to that appellation, and there; 
_ fore would not be entitled to the red cap, They believe that men 
who are governed by certain principles, may be designated by a 
particular name, but that name constitutes no kind of evidence | 
that such principles do exist. ee 
. I should not have made these © remarks, was’ it nn evident, ‘as a 
the plainest dictates of reason and common sense, have been dis. 
regarded, in making political discriminations among our citizens. 
It is dine to look about us, and examine the evidence which has 
given to names a magic influence, which ‘in the old. world has 
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overwhelmed courts and cabinets and churches, and in our own 
country has dissolved the endearing ties, which bind together so- 
ciety: and bless the condition of man ; and like the horrid din of the 
tocsin, arrayed the fiends of misguided passion, against the laws 
of heaven and nature, and would, erect for its votaries, a throne 
on the ruins of liberty. 

If those who are called republicans have no other or ptester 
evidence, by which they can prove themselves to be the friends of 
our constitution and republican liberty, our party distinctions 
at once are at an end; and the only inquiry respecting the 
qualifications of candidates for office will in future , relate only te 
their wisdom and intestity, and not the insignificancy of a name, 

If then political names do not furnish any evidence whatever, 
that the: principles they are designed to designate do in fact exist 5 

it follows of course that the man who ‘assumes upon himself the. 
name of republican, is entitled to no Gonfidarie 3 in his attachment 
- to an elective government by virtue of hisname. Neither does 
the appellation of federalist, furnish any evidence whatever, that 
he who is called by that name, is under the influence of monar chi- 
cal principles. thud as to the professions of men, if they are to 
be admitted as proofs of their principles: federalists haye equal 
and the same evidence that they are attached to an elective govern- 
ment, as those who are called republicans. But the truth is, the 
professions of men respecting their principles can no farther be 
admitted as competent evidence to prove what are. their real 
principles, than their actions which result therefrom, eerie siepe 
with their professions. ee 

_ If then you would form cotrect opinions respecting the political 

_ sentiments of your fellow-citizens, you must derive your evidence 


ean a pure source; from some overt act, some political measure 
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the nature of which clearly evinces to the iid the principle. 
which must have produced it. 

Tt will be recollected that although the enevalied of the Con- 
vention which framed our constitution, were divided i In opinion’ 
on the subject of: ‘the constitution, it was finally unanimously 
_ adopted. But Mr. Hamilton or any others who. might at that. 
time have had- objections to the constitution similar to those 
which he had suggested, did not suppose after it was adopted, 
they could be justified in making that instrument. which had be-. 
come the great bulwark of our liberties, any longer a subject of 
political dissension. They were, and. peaapucd to be, its. sie 
and uniform supporters. uy : a SUAS GAA aa 

But there was a party throughout the United States ios were 
opposed to the constitution even in its ‘present { form : they would" 
have had neither a chief magistrate or senate, but the’ whole: 
legislative body to consist of an assembly of representatives 
similar to that which was ‘established in France after the de- 
struction of their monarchy. This, party had charged the ad- 
voeates of our present constitution with a desire to establish a 
monarchy on the ruins of republican liberty: and.the constitu- 
tion itself it was alledged, contained principles which would 
prove the truth of this charge. 

The leaders of that party had therefore been ready Feben the 
instant the government came into operation, to discover in. alhe 
its measures, those monarchical tendencies, which they had 
per ceived i in the instrument they opposed.* a They insisted that. | 
‘the constitution botie a strong, resemblance to that of Great- 


Britain: and that some of the first measures of the administra. 


if 
j 


* , See Marshall’s Life of Washington, Vol. V. P., 350. 
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tion,: also y were founded i in a policy similar to that which that 
country had adopted. By refering to: the J ournals of the Con- 
ventions of the respective States, w hich were called to discuss 
the Seeriis at the. ‘constitution, and to. ‘reject or adopt it, it will 
be found, that those very men throughout the United States» 
who were opposed to the adoption of the constitution, were the 
men who commenced: the pypontion to the administration of 
Washington. ee _ 

The first great and principal’ leader of that opposition was 
Thomas J efferson, than Secretary of State. And between him 
and Alexander Hamilton who was then Seeretary of the Treas- 

_ury, there was a difference of. opinion on those great, national 
questions, the decision of which completed the organization of 
those two parties which at this time are agitating and confound- 
‘ing the councils of the republic. 

Mr. Hamilton in pursuance of the duty pontine to his of- 
fice, digested and reported various plans for establishing the 
credit of the United States, by providing for the payment of the 
public debt. These were approved of by Washington and a 
great majority of his administration, and passed into laws, and 
constituted what was called the Funding System, similar in some 
respects to that which existed in Great-Britain. 

‘At should here be recollected that our ancestors who establish- 

ed for us. our republican institutions, derived all their science » 
in the policy of legislation, from Great-Britain. 

~ In-that country, as in others on the eastern continent, the bu- 
siness of taxation has been | practised in almost, every possi- 
ble form, noone of which ever did, or ever will give entire 


satisfaction, in that or any other country. But it could not be 


ew. 
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expected that a syste oF taxation could ever be devised 1 In the 


United States, which would not bear some strong resemblance 
to those of Great-Britain. Iti is not necessary therefore to at- 
tempt an investigation of the nature or effects of those laws, to 
show that no evidence whatever could be derived from them, 

which could in any way evince a disposition i in the author 8, fa- 
vourable toa monarchy, or to the British nation. ME in a free 
state laws are made which are unequal in their operations and 
unnecessarily burdensome to the people, such laws may far- 
nish evidence that the authors of thera are destitute either of 


talents or integrity ; but the most devoted partizan, the most 


jealous guardian of our liberties, could never believe, that such - 


laws of themselves, could furnish any proof, that the authors 
of them were monarchists or enemies to republican liberty : 
the idea is too absurd to admit of any consideration. 

But the opposers of the administration, at that time, arraiga- 


ed and condemned at the bar of public opinion all those mea- 


sures which ued originated with the Secretary of the Treasury, . 


as well as many others of great national concern, all which 
were finally adopted, with the entire approbation of Washing- 


~ 


ton. | | 
The authors of these measures were censured, because they, 


in the first place, had been instrumental in forming a constitue 


tion, which it was said must have been the result of monarchi-' — 


cal principles, from the resemblance it had to the British con- 


stitution: alleging that similar powers were vested in the Pre- 


sident, Senate and House of Rep arenes) to those which © 


by the British constitution were vested in the King, Lords and 


Commons. 


There was perhaps no measure of Washington’s administras 


* 
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tion more pointedly and strenuously opposed than the funding 
system, by which provision was made for payment of the pubs 
lic debt which had accrued during the revolutionary war. The 
republican party contended that the funding system furnished 
conclusive evidence that the authors of it were actuated by mo- 
narchical principles, and British influence ; because in Great 
Britain they have a funding eystem, and the government of 
Great Britain is a monarchy. And because our federal rulers 
established a funding system, they must therefore have been 
attached to a monarchy. But it was contended that this mea- 
sure was also founded in bad policy. The original creditors 
many of them had parted with the certificates which contained 
the evidence of their respective debts, at a great deduction from 

the nominal value: and it was said those creditors had thereby 
| manifested their willingness to add to their other sacrifices this 
deduction from their demand upon the nation : aa therefore 
the purchasers of that debt, ought not to receive any more than 
what they had paid the original creditor. : | 

Those who were in favor of the system contended, that it 
was sabe rsive of every principle on which public contracts 
are founded, for a legislative body to diminish a debt the amount 
of which had been ascertained, and for the payment of which, 
_ they considered the property and sacred honor of the peo- 
ple of the United States was pledged. Of the justice or policy 
of that measure let the people judge: but permit me to remind : 
you that some of those very men who opposed that measure, 
and many others who have been the firm supporters of their po- 
licy and power, are at this jime, purchasing of the poor sol- 


dier, his claims en the government, at prices reduced below 
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the! nominal value, in: proportion to iehie pressure of his neces- 
sity, ‘occasioned by the rain of that policy which had given to 
the funding system. life and vigor. ‘But it was. Not these laws 
“only which constituted the: funding system, by which. the re- 
publican party, attempted. to” excite prejudices: against Wash- 
ington atid his administr ation: the opposition was. soon, direct-. 
ed against almost ev ery measure, and the authors of them. ace 
cused of being the enemies of republican liberty. “ The. ‘sala- 
ries allowed to public officers, though: so low* as not to afford a 


decent maintenance to, those who resided at the seat of govern- 


ment, were declared to be. 80 enormously high, as clearly to : 


manifest, a total disregard of that simplicity and PEQnOM YE: which 
were the characteristics of republics.” | 

«The levees of the President, and the evening. wanies of 
Mrs. Washington, were. said. to be imitations of regal institu- 
tions, designed. to accustom the American people to the pomp 
and manners of European courts. a he Indian war they alleged 
was misconducted and unnecessar ily prolonged for tee ‘purposes 
of expending the public money, and of affording: a pretext for 
augmenting the military establishment and i increasing the re- 
venue, All this prodigal waste of the ‘people’ $ money was to 
keep, up. the national debt, which united with standing armies. 
and i immense revenues, would enable their rulers to rivet ‘the 


chains which they were “secretly forging.” iy ft was not ong 


* The saber of “ae Secretary of State which was the Diichact, was ‘three 
thoukand five hundred dollars. Mr. Jefferson himself patr onized the press 
at that time Which denounced federal men for high: bubivies! —He andvhis co 
patriots haye doubtless, become: since conyinced of their error, in that re 
spect, as we have heard nothing. of that complaint for <4 ee years, | 


_7 See Marshall’s Life of Was chiapton,: vol 5. P. 350. See also the Four 
nals and debs tos of Congre ss'at that time, oo) Oe | : 
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afeer’ the commencement of Washington’s administrations that 
a’ clerk in the office of the Secretary of State, became the éditor 
of a certain newspaper’ called. the N ational} Gazette, which was 
patronised by Mr. Jeffer son, and: soon became the: vehicle of 
calumny against: the most. important measures of the first ad- 
ministration, and the men who proposed and supported them. 

It was through the medium of the press only, that the base 
glanders, the most outrageous abuses of the conduct: and cha” 
racter of Washington and his policy, came to his knowledge- 
The republicans have been told millions. of times, and ‘they 
have as often denied, that Washington and his political: friends, 
were the men cringe whom the first efforts of democracy were 
directed. But in this they have been deceived : they have de- 
rived the evidence on which are founded their political preju- 
dices from an: impure source. 

So violent and unceasing was the. opposition to the measures 
of Washington’ S administration, that he was filled with the 
most painful sensations for the event. ‘As proof of this fact, I 
refer you to a letter* which he addressed to Mr. Jefferson on 
the 23d day of ‘August,, in the third year of his administration, 
in which he wrote as follows: 

“ How unfortunate and how muchis it to be regretted, that 
while we are encompassed on all'sides with avowed enemies 
and insidious friends, internal dissensions should be harrowing 
and tearing our vitals. The last to me is the most serious, the 
most alarming, and the most afflicting of the two; and without 
more charity for the opinions of’one another, in governmental 
matters,.or some more infallible criterion by which the truth 


of speculative opinions, before they haye undergone. the tes' 


* See Marshalls Life of Washington, tol. 5. p. 957. 


of experience, are to be forejadged, than has yet fallen to the 
lot of fallibility, I believe it will be dificult, if not impractica- 
ble to manage the reins of government, or to keep the parts of 
it together: for if instead of laying our shoulders to the ma- 
chine, after measures have been decided on, one pulls this way 
and another that, before the utility of the thing is fairly tried, 

it must be inevitably torn asunder ; ; and in my opinion, the fair- 
est prospect that cyer was presented to man, will be. lost, mer- 


haps for ever. mi 


But all his endeavours to conciliate the. opposition to his mea- 


sures, were unavailing. On the 2st day of July, the next year 
after the letter of which the above is an extract was written, 
Washington addressed a letterto Gen. Lee, then Governor of Vir- 
ginia, on the subject of the opposition to his administration, which 
was made through the medium of the press—from which letter 
the following is an extract :—“ The arrows of malevolence, there- 
fore, however barbed and pointed, can never reach my most vulne- 


rable part ; though whilst I am up as a mark, they will be con- 


tinually aimed at me. The publications in Freneau’s and Bache’s* : 


papers are outrages on common decency; and they progress in 
that style in proportion as their pieces are treated with contempt 
and passed over in silence by those, against whom they are di- 
rected. Their tendency however, is too obvious to be mistaken 


by men of cool and dispassionate minds, and } in my opinion ought 


to alarm them ; because it is difficult to presetibe bounds to thelz 


effect.”’ 


Will you ask, how do the calumnies against Washington, and = 


the measures which he approved, furnish evidence ties our : aa 


* Bache was.a Clerk in the office of the Secretary of Baca and bas: paper 


patronized by Mr. Jefferson. MIN 
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sided against { federal men are ill founded ? ? In answer to this, let: 
me enquire of you, how you came by them’? Popen what chan- 
nel did you derive your evidence that federal men are under the 
influence of monarchical | principles, and therefore dangerous 
men? They,as I before observed, have made no professions of 
such principles. No : they tell you, they prefer an elective go- 
vernment ; and to prove it, they refer you to what they have done 
and suffered to acquire such a government : to their blood and 
treasure, and that of their fathers and friends, which has been free- 
ly expended in the acquisition: and they tell you they are still 
ready to fight and to die in defence of that Constitution, which by 
their courage and wisdom they have achieved, They point you 


to the field of battle, to which they have flown to victory and to 


' death, that they might repel an invading foe, which your misera- 


ble policy has brought upon our borders, and which your dastard- 
ly efforts cannot repel without their aid. : 

The question returns then, how came you by your prejudices? 
They are not the creatures ofa day. That sudden impulse, by 
which weare led to resist or to oppose another for some suppe- 
sed ¢ offence or intended i injury, is the effect of passion. Prejudice 
isa sentiment or judgment formed without examining the grounds 
or evidence necessary to support it. Judgments or sentiments 
therefore, that are founded in prejudice, can never be considered 
as any evidence of themselves, that the facts on which they are 
supposed to be founded do exist, That you entertain prejudices 
against federal men, you do not deny : and that these prejudices 
are producing serious evils among us is certainly true; andit is 
seriously believed that unless the differences among the people, 
which have been created by these prejudices, can be eo atta 
any, * will end in the ruin of our republic. 
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You are therefore, at this alarming: crisis, urged by the duty 
wale you owe to your cay 2 and to pen to examine the 
this eid your attention has bees invited to the calumniators of 
‘Washington and his policy 5 asthe men, from whom on “4 review | 
of the subject, you mnust be convinced that you have derived the 
evidence, to which your present prejudices, owe. their ‘origin ; | 
evidence which will be found on examination, totally incompe- 


tent, In iis very nature, to decide the most unimportant civil 


Rights, 0 eae ee ae 

Strictures on the administration of government 2 are gic 
through the medium of the press, a and through that channel. ‘com: 
municated to the people, by those individuals wha. approve them. 
Those presses: which are established at, the seat of government, 
where measures originate, and where it is belie ved the real views 
and principles of their authors are best. known, are the first to 
give them currency. The National ( Gazette to which I have al- 
Juded, and other papers became the vehicles of the calumnies : 
against Washington and his administration, soon after the govern- 
ment went into operation ; and those, or their contents copied i in- 
to other papers, were circulated among the people. », 


It must therefore be. through the medium of democratic papers, 


‘first published at the seat of government, that you derived your 


first information, that your liberties had been entrusted with dan- 
serous men, This is evident. There i is no other mode by which : 
the motives, views, and principles of men, so far rémoved from, 

the great body of the electors as those who reside at the seat of 
government, ; could be communicated. nee extend the circulation, 
of these papers, and thereby . communicate what were’ called. fer)’ > 
publican sentiments, a demgeratics ociety was cu ke at Philadel 
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phis, | on the 80th day of May 1793, which was the filth year of 
‘Washington’ $ administration, and soon after the arrival of Mr. 
Genet, the French minister. “ These societies were the resolute 
champions of all the encroachments attempted by the agents of 
the French republic on the’ government of the United States, and 
‘the steady eo of cat views: pane measures of the eine rien: 
‘executive. a ( MOEN 
By: this society a corresponding committee | was appointed, 
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Biirouck whom they might communicate with other societies es- 


tablished on similar principles, throughout the Union. It was 
through the aid of this society, that the calumniators of Wash- 
ington and his measures, extended their influence to the great 
body of the people. It was from this source, then, and-no othet, 
that you have derived your evidence, that federal men are under 
a dangerous influence, and Washington himseif was never made 
an exception to the number of those, who wexe marked for Prd: 
speiltdes and doomed to exile. | | 

- This is evident, if you believe what he has written: on the sub- 


: ject And of his integrity you never doubted. He was one of 


those rare char acters, whom the temptations of earth could not 


c corrupt, and who by uniting 1 in himself, every virtne, was destined 


to bless his country by uniting every heart. Bya long series’ of 
iIfusirious actions, and by an unrivalled display of disinterested 
patriotism, that great and good man had so engravened himselfon 
the affections of his fellow-citizens, that his very name paisied the 
tongue of slander, and hig transcendant influence rendered abor- 
tive the efforts of his detractors. | . 
In that Jong catalogue of illustrious patriots, heroes and states- 
“men; who have adorned and blessed our country, and who would 
have honored any age or nation, it was our lot to enjoy one, and 
_ we haye reason to exult in the proud recollection, that among that 
number, even one could be found, who alone was destined by Hea- 
yen to command the undivided confidence of his fellow-citizens. 
“Will you ask, who then are his enemies? he had none. Why 
then had he traducers ? Thousands of ourcitizens will still indig- 
nantly answer, he hdf none’: he lived ohly to bless and serve his 
‘country; and died 1 in her service, And could: soy: comity raige 


Be td ‘Marshall’s Life of f Washington, v. 5... Aer 
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against her benefactor, the voice of detraction? It could.» Wash- 

ington was traduced; by a few indeed, a despicable few of his. 


fellow-citizens. And had not his hand recorded the evidence of 


‘their degener acy, you never would have believed it, It was Te-" 


served or him alone to transmit to us for the benefit of our coun- 


try, the evidence of the degeneracy of the age in which: we live, 


“as a warning against. that fatal system of delusion and falschood, 


which he saw was preparing to entangle us in the corrupt poli- 
tics of foreign courts, and to enkindle among | us,the flames of civil 
discord. pi ) bhi . 
Notwithstanding eyery effort shiek was made by President 
Washington to restore harmony and to reconcile his opposers, 
the democratic party continued with unabating zeal, to publish the 
grossest and most insidious misrepresentations against every act 


"of bis administration. Inthe third year of the second term of his 


presidency, he evidently discovered that strong sensibility which © 


the unqualified abuse of his opposers could not fail to excite. — 


In aletter to Mr. J efferson on this subject, be has the following 
remarks :—‘ Until the last year or two, I had no conception, inet 
parties would or ever could go the lengths I have been witress 
to ; nor did I believe until lately, that it was within the bounds of | 
probability-—hardly within those’ of possibility, that while I was 
using my utmost exertions to establish a national character . of our 
own, independent, as far as our obligations and justice would per- 
rait, of every nation of the earth ; and wished, by steering a stea- 


dy course, to preserve this, country from the horrors of a ‘desos.’ 


lating war, I should be accused of being the enemy of one nation, 
and subject to the influence of another ; ; and to prove it that eve- 
ry act of my administration would be tortured, and the grossest 
and most insidious misrepresentations of them be made by giving 


one | side only of a sub,ect, and that too in such exaggerated and — 
indecent terms as could scarcely be applied to a Nero—to a no- 


torious defaulter, or even to a common pick pocket. d 
And who were the men that tortured every act of Washinetont Ss 
administr ation to prove that he was an enemy to F rance, and sub- 


ject to the influence of Gr eat-Britain? T hey were the men who 
directed and supported the National Gazette and other presses — 


which first denounced federal men: They were the men from 
whom you derived your evidence that Mr. Adams and Mr, Hamil- 
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ton were ‘monarchist, and their political mace tories and British, 
partizans. | 

‘You say you believe’ in the integrity and fitepiialieén virtue 
Washington. Well you may: noone ever doubted of them. 
For he appeared to belong to, (if I may be permitted to use the 
expression) an higher order of beings: and actuated by motives 
purely disinterested, and i in this respect. distinguished from any, 
and every other man whose life has been recorded. —— | 

I well know therefore it must be mortifying to human pride, | 
to be forced to acknowledge that your political prejudices, have 
been founded on opinions and sentiments, the evidence of which 
you have derived from the very men who, to bring into discred- 
it and disrepute, his political character and conduct, tortured 
every act of his administration, to induce the people to believe 
that he was partial to Great-Britain, and an enemy to Prance, 
and who to effect their diabolical purpose, have made the mest 
insiduous misre presentations of his measures, by giving only 
one side of a subject, and that too in the most oe cate and 
indecent terms. 

But history will be faithful to posterity. And however humil- 
iating | to the pride of Americans, and to the dignity of man, the 
truth: will be recorded, and transmitted to future generations: 
through | the long annals of aves to come, that the flames of 
CIVIL DISCORD were first enkindled among the people of 
the United States by the calumniators of Washington. | 

But how comes it to pass that these men gained creait among 
the people, ‘and succeeded if all their efforts to bring into dis- 
credit federal men and measures, except those which were di- 
-d against Washington? For they certainly denounced him 
and | his policy with as much zeal, and apparent pretences to sin- 
cerity, as they did others ? 

- The truth j is, with respect to him you could not be deceived: 
Your sentiments respecting his political character were im- 
moveably fixed: you did not, you would not consult the opin- 
ions of others Paine his integrity—his wisdom, or the pu- 
rity of his motives. But with respect to others who were the 
authors of federal measures, you had no other source of in- 
formation on which you chose to rely for evidence of their pri- 
vate views and principles, but the declarations of those who op- 
posed these measures, or from the nature and effecis of their 
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political conduct, -Could you have. known that those who first . 
sounded the alarm, and excited your jealousy against federal 
men and measures, were the very men who were the revilers: of. 
Washington, the: men who were. making the most insidious. 
misrepresentations | of him. and his yiews and policy, you cer- 
tainly would have, doubted respecting, either their. integrity or 
the correctness of their views. - You. must indeed have held 
them in disrepute and utter contempt, as men without i Integrity, 
withoyt honor, and without correct views of political measures, 
or you must have discarded ‘Washington himself, and consider- 
ed him as no longer entitled to your confidence,\ your gratitude — 
oryourrespect. _ : 
The authors of the present policy. te its advocates, will ats 
tempt in vain to acquit themselves of the imputation of haying. 
been the political enemies of Washington and instrumental in 


subverting his policy and discarding his councils. Do they ex- 


pect it, by saying their. political prejudices originated under the 
administration of. Mr. Adams ? But Washington has publicly an- 
nounced te them and to the. world, that he most cordially approv- 
ed of the wise and-prudent measures, as he Is pleased to call them, 
of Mr. Adams’ administration, and declared that, in his opinion,. 
they ought to inspire universal confidence, Discard the wisdom 
and councils of Washington then, and erase them for ever from 
the record of your memory ; -and to be consistent. with yourselyes 
you must be forced to. do it; and tell the world, that federalists 
lost_your confidence, by the vices and errors of their political con- 
duct,, during the presidency. of Mr. Adams. - In what did their vi- 
ces and errors consist? They imposed taxes which were burden- 
some,to the people, and you then said they weie “unnecessary. 
Bat suppose they were; the representatives of a majority then 
thought otherwise. You displaced them and have introduced 
new men called republicans, who have introduced different meas. 
sures and a new order of things. Your new men tax the people, 
without measure, and it may alnrost be said without mercy. You 
say it is necéssary—the, minority think otherwise : and it cannot 
be concealed. at ‘this time, that even a majority ‘of the electors are 
of that opinion, although they may not openly avow it; and our 
republican rulers themselves acknowledge that they have indeed 
been unfortunate in their policy, butt insist that, if they have com: 
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mitted errorsy. they have been honest ones ; and above all. evils, 
warn you against that of confiding your national concerns to fede-, 
ralmen. They remind yon of the sedition act, which in contempt. 
of its authors, has. been called the gaglaw, 4 ; and this ought not 
to be passed over in silence. For inno one measure have the 
views, and principles of federalists been more perverted than in 
the construction of this law; and the effect of that perversion has 
been extensive and fatal. This was said to have for its object the 
abridgement of the liberty of speech and of the press ; and every 
attempt to execute yy was considered as proof of a disposition in- 
- fluenced by the principles of despotic power. The electors were 
told by thei republican leaders, that the object of that law was to 
prevent the. people from exposing the vices and errors of their 
rulers. -Barefaced as this falsehood is, it was, and even to this 
day is believed by thousands of honest freemen, who never had 
any knowledge of the law or its object, but what they have deriv- 
ed from those, whose political efforts were made only to betray, 
mislead and excite ill founded jealousies, and thereby elevate 
themselves to power. The object of the act of congress, called 
the sedition act, was so far from abridging the liberty of speech 
and. of the presé, that express provision was made in the act, that. 
if any person should be prosecuted for writing or. publishing 
any libel against the goverment, it should be lawful for the. 
person who was so prosecuted, upon trial of the cause, to give 
in evidence, in his defence, the truth of the matter containéd in 
the publication, charged asa libel: And the jury who should try 
the cause, had a right to determine the law and the fact, under the 
direction of the. court, as in other cases. The act made it crimi- 
‘nal to pu ‘ish any false, scandalous, and malicious writing against 
the government for the purpose of destroying the confidence of 
the people i in their rulers: and of bringing them into disrepute 
and contempt ; but prevented no one from speaking, writing and 
publishing the truth. Sin ce Mr, Jefferson came into office, that 
Yaw has not been in force ; but the old common law principle has 
been adopted in prosecutions for libels against the government 
which makes i it criminal to write or publish any thing which shall 
tend to bring. the government into discredit and disrepute, how- 
ever true the facts may be, that are thus written and published. 
Under the sedition act, the citizens had pean liberty t to write or 
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publish the truth: respecting their rulers ; but to do the same now, 
by the common law, which is the only rule in such cases, is Crim-_ 
inal, and exposes those’ who shall do it, to punishment. Had the 
electors examined ‘the nature and object of this law before they 
had condemned it, it would have had no effect i in exciting prejudi- 
ces against its’ authors ; and this. may ‘be said with truth, Tespcct- 
ing all the measures of the federal administration. ce 
It is evident the people of this country did not duly ‘consider 
the importance of making every effort to guard against the 
evils of party dissensions i in the infancy of our republic. ‘They 
did not wisely weigh the consequences of creating against any 
considerable ‘portion of their fellow-citizens, prejudices, which 
might be interminable in their duration and fatal in their effects. 
Since the dominion of party spirit commenced its progress. 
over he minds of the > republicans, they | have been apprehensive 
secuted federalists might’ eventually oe in “the councils of 
the nation. Never was the world cursed with a more fatal or 
more mysterious delusion than that which has prevailed in this 
enlightened republic, within the last B5. years. And this has — 
been the result of the abuse ‘of that g reat bulwark of our liberty, 
the freedom’ of speech and of: the press, The most important 
facts relating to our national concerns have been either conceal- | 
ed, misconstrued or misrepresented, The people were at liber- 
ty to place their confidence in such men as they chose. They , 
have placed, it is to be feared, a blind confidence in certain cy 
vorites who have deceived them, and who still have an inter est sf 
in continuing the delusion. In the first slumbers of the revoltt 
tion, the minds of the people scem to have been prepared for 
the reception. of that fatal system of delusion and falschood, 
which at that time was cunningly devised. When our govern 
ment first went into operation, a general sentiment inspired our. 
citizehs with an unconquerable attachment. to an ‘elective (g0- 
vernment, and an abhorrence of monarchy equally strong. T he 
few individuals who opposed ‘the revolution | Were called tories, 
were held in contempt and considered by the great God of the 
people as traitors and enemies to their country. bis 
The war which terminated i in 1783, had left also in the bosoms . 
of Americans a strong attachment to France: the seryices which’ 
had been rendered us by that country in our revolutionary. 
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struggle. were fresh i An our vecelllecglaii and inspired our citi- 
zens with sentiments of affection and gratitude, ._ 

But there was a difference of opinion respecting the influence 
which oucht to be allowed to those sentiments over the politi- 
cal conduct of the nation.. With such evident sentiments of 
partiality to France and such deep-rooted enmity to Great-Bri- 
tain, it required all the energy and wisdom of the administra- 
tion. to prevent the nation from inconsiderately. precipitating 
itself into the war which. chad broken out between those two 
powers.. | 

In sucha state of the ‘public mind, thei ingenuity of man. could 
not have invented a more effectual, and fatal excitement of the | 
prejudices and the malignant passions against any of. our citi- 
zens than by inducing the people to believe that they were mo- 
narchists, and hada predilection for the British government. 

Soon after the organization of the government, it was found 
that the opposers of the administration were disposed in our 

3 commercial regulations, to make discriminations between France 
and Great Britain in favor of the former; while the whole ca- 
binet council except Mr. Jefferson ; and also a great majority 
of congress, were. of the opinion, that no such discrimination 
ought to be. made—“ that trade ought to be guided by the judg- 
ment of individuals”—and that it was our duty as a wise people 
~ to adopt the’ maxim that with respect to other nations, we ought | 
‘in war only to be enemies, in peace, friends.” Happily sepa- 
rated as we are from the belligerents of Europe, bya wide 
ocean, and having established a government on principles en- 
tirely different from theirs, and peculiar to our own modes and 
habits of thinking and acting, it was thought that no considera- 
tion. either of. duty or interest would. require ‘us to. pursue any 
measure, which should have a tendency to “ entangle our peace 
and prosperity in the toils of European ambition—rivalship—in- 
terest~-humor or caprice.”’ 

Such were the views of the ‘administration, with respect to 
our relations with Great, Britain and France, when the war be- 
tween those powers ‘commenced. Those men, therefore, who 
had been for a discrimination in favor of France, were of the 
opinion, that such were our obligations to that country, we could 
not be justified in taking: a neutral position, But subsequent 
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events have taught us, how highly we. ought to appreciate: tha 

policy which saved us from the wretched: condition,’ in which | 
we must inevitably have been involved by an alliance with 
France, at that time; or by granting to her those favors for 


which the opposition contended. ‘Yet no sooner was it knowh 
that the administration had determined on a neutral. position, 


and the president had issued his proclamation of Neutrality ; 
than they were denounced as the enemies of republican liberty 
—the friends of monarchy and the obsequious devotees and das~ 
tardly hirelings of despotism. 4 

It is evident that no measure could have ‘outributad more to 
our national prosperity than that neutral policy, to. which the 
federal administration ever inflexibly adhered. Yet this mea- 
‘sure, as well as every effort made by the administration of Wash- 
ington, to save us from the horrors of a foreion war, were re= 
presented as the effect of a criminal a nea to bahia Bri- 
tain, and ungrateful hostility. PoP reanGe 13) : 

During the administration of Mr. Adams, the French -with- 
out any pretext of right but what ‘they derived from their des~ 
potic power, indiscriminately captured and destroyed. our ves- 


| sels, and would not even condescend to treat with us, unless 


tance’ of the ‘appointment of commander in chief of the - 


we would first pay them tribute money, for the priyilege of 
humbly requesting them to desist from plundering our defence- 
Jess commerce, and, to add insult to injury; ordered Mr. Pink- 
ney, our minister thén in Paris, to depart from that city, in 
forty eight hours. This was tantamount to a declaration of 
war; and to defend ourselves against their aggressions, and to 
redress our wrongs, a few troops were raised. The extraordi+ 
nary expense, which this measure rendered indispensable, was 
represented by the democratic patty as unnecessary and oppres- 
sive; and our differences with France at that time, which gave 


rise to it, were ascribed to an undue attachment to Great Brie 


tain,and a disposition hostile to. France and to republican liberty. o 
The views which Washington had, at that time, of the war with 
France are stated in his letter® to “Mr. Adams, on his accep- 


armies. It will be found. by an. examination of this subject, 
that our differences with France at ‘that uty ae the: evils 
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* See his letter } parc 45. 
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their party in. this ae whieh was oped bis the adminis- 
tration; and to the entree, spolley. which ie had endeavored to 
maintain. “4 ae Wibics Sg Sanco 2 

Aris & truth whites dinot bel japteele that ever since the . 
first organization of the government, the opposers: of federal 
men and measures, have been disposed to palliate the injuries 
which have been inflicted upon us by the French, while they 
have nige chtleny those of the RE Ai oa the bounds of. re2-— 
sonand-trath.. 07) 7/289 : eee ani 
. The efforts of ‘both Wrsbiriit On’s: and. ‘Adains? aienivtestion 
were exerted to. counteract the effect of this unwise disposition, 
tending im its consequences to embroil us in foreign contests, - 


and to defeat the great objects of that system of neutral policy, _ 


which they! had adopted and were determined to support. Yet 
every, effort that has been made for this purpose, has been repres 
“sented as the effect ofa dang gerous Briti sh influence i in the ‘coun 
oils of the maton. Veen eT: . 

In the vast. and complicated sparen of Se idion: of intrigue 


. ‘and of falseliood, by w hich the men in power have gained their 


ascendency,. and created those inveterate prejudices against | 
“federal men, the impytation of British influence: among them, 
hashad no. unim por tant effect. That allegation brought agaist 
the federalists, with such bare-faced impndence and supported 
with such persevering obstinacy, however glaring and improb-_ 
‘able the falsehood, hasbeen ‘attended’ with: effects pernicious 
in the extreme. Like’ the pestilentic al mists» of Hades, it» has 
blighted into deformity that which was beauteous; it has darken- 
-ed the prospects, and prostrated the: energies of our once happy , 
country. ei Had been the firm resolution: of the federal admin+ 
istration: not to involve usin a war-with either. of the belliger- 
ents, until all: hope of reconciling ate ‘ lifferences, which might 
-exist had failed. a st 
With such: views the unin under Mr. Adams, did 
‘not commence: hostile operations against France, until that gov- 


ag ernment had: ordered cur faibister to depart from that’ country, 


ve under babar ania -0 highly insulfing to the’ idighny) of our gor" 
oe pebantoht. oie eh euy ek | 


* See wyashington 3 letter to Char As Carrol, p. 4, 
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Through the whole term ‘of Washington’ s administration, 
France by her ministers and agents in this country had been 
indefatigable in her efforts to influence our government to adopt 
a system of policy partial to her interests. - And after the war had 
broken out between that country and Great Britain, Mr. Genet 
the French minister, soon. after his arrival inthe United States 
evinced his determination to treat this country, as one which was 
in alliance with his own, and thereby vir sassita involve w ‘US in their 
contest with Great Britain. . | 

Immediately after his arrival, even befits being rctiaed 
by our government as the French minister, “he ‘undertook to 
authorize the fitting and arming vessels in our ports, enlisting 
men, and eiving commissions to cruise, and commit helpies on 
nations with whom the United States were at peace.” § About 
this time an event took place that places on the record of our 
history the most conclusive evidence of the falsehood of the asser- 
tion that the federal administration have been influenced by mo- 
tives partial to the Interest-of Great Britain, and of their fixed 
determination to adhere to that neutral policy which they con- 
sidered as the surest pledge of our future peace and prosperity. 

A British merchantman called the Little Sarah, had been 
captured by a French frigate and brought into the port of Phil- 
adelphia where she had been armed and equipped as a privateer. 
Being completely armed and manned, partly by Americans, she 
was about to sail ona cruize under the name of La Petit Demo- 
erat. In purstrance of the regulations which had been made by 
the President to prevent the fitting out armed vessels in our 
ports, Mr. Secretary Dallas was sent to prevail on Mr. Genet to 
desist from such a proceeding, and thereby prevent the employ-. 
ment of force to compel an acquiescence in our fixed regulations. 
On receiving the messuge he peremptorily refused a compli- 
ance with the requisition ; and said that if any attempt was made 
to seize the vessel, she would unquestionably repel force by. 
force. In consequence of this positive refusal to comply, a suf 
ficient portion ofthe militia were ordered out by the governor for 
the purpose of taking possession of the vessel; and the case 
was communicated by him to the executive. The next day 
Mr. Jefferson waited oh Mr. Genet, in the. hope of . prevailing 

on him, if not to desist entirely, from the prosecution of his at- 
tempt, at least to defer it till the ar rival of the President, who 
was then at eg Vernon. After much but regeeue and abusive 
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language, he i csocludca, by tiation some remarks which gave 
to Mr. Jefferson an impression, that the vessel would not sail un-_ 
til the arrival of the President. This interview with Mr. Genet 
he imparted to governor Miffiin, i in consequence of which he dis- 
missed the militia. i | | 

Yet notwithstanding the favorable hopes and > expectations 

that had been excited, the Little Democrat sailed before the ar- 

rival of the President, and before the government could inter- 
pose its authority, and in contempt of our laws,, proceeded on 
her cruize. The President immediately arrived and convened 
his cabinet, and while they, were deliberating on measures pro- 
per to be taken relating to the Little Democrat, they had deter- 
mined to retain in porcall vessels equipt as privateers, within 
our territgries by any of the belligerent powers. Among the 
ships enumerated to be retained, was the ship Jane, a British 
armed merchantman, declared by Mr. Genet to be a privateer. 
An enquiry was made in relation to this vessel, and.it was found 
that she had considerably increased her armament, by replacing 
ald gun carriages with new ones, and opening two new port 
holes. The British minister requested that these alterations 
might be allowed to remain. But his request was peremptorily 
rejected; and in compliance with the réquisitions of the rovern- 
ment, she was restored precisely to the condition in which she 
entered the port. 

Thus did our soyerhinent, when administered by federal men, 
deal with Great Britain, while the minister of France insulted 
the officers of our government, and the majesty of the people: 
and ‘openly set at defiance, our laws and regulations, with im- 
punity.. The rulers of France have since been changed, but 
their policy and their object, which has been the attainment of 
_wniversal dominion, has never been changed. The same poli-’ 
cy, the same unwarrantable and lawless presumption, which 
characterized that government, whether administered by a na- 
tional: Directory ora consular cabinet, has marked its progress 
from the reign of the unfortunate Louis, to that of its imperial 
tyrant. | Neither has the attachment of many of our citizens, to 
French republicans, in any degree abated. The object of a 
war with England, which should end in the destruction of that 
government and open the way to universal dominion for the 
pretended friends of liberty in America and France has never 
been abandoned. And may the honest hopes of those who an- 
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ticipateand: wig. would pe fpebnite the universal ne olives 
pa liberty; not be disappointed. i baa ARR 
Buyin ever has’ Geen) found: ang itis. peleked that experience 
Peas will teach mankind, that, a though by. courage they maye 
purchase Nberty, yet UDOUE wisdom and aA ‘its: duration 

: can not be perpetual, oa wo BRP 

"But has wisdom, has virtue » marked Hig course e and progress 
of ‘our republic thus far? : Ave our liberdes: secure, ‘because: we, 

: possess the ‘power of reme ining: free? So thought ( Greece; 4 but 
where are her liberties now 2, The, ‘Romans: s: also. might. tine 
been free: but where are they 2 We heir freedom too, has? ps rishs 
ed. Frenchmen thought | ‘they wW reve free yand that. their liber= 
ties. “ywere immortal : : eal where are { hey? > ‘ask Napoleons and 
he'too Is a republican} and: once possessed: the power of: mas 
king millions free, Ask Frenchmen vithey will tell you, that 
they have been ruled by successive factions, until the last. more | 

powerfal: than the rest, triumphed by: the sword. Aod do you). 
my fellow-citizens,, beli ie ve, that: your | republican liberties: are 
secure, because there is. wisdom and ‘virtue among the people? 2, : 
But! lrave our wisest’and best citizens, always directed the des- 
tinies of our cuuntry ! tat will, be acknowledged they have not. 

And itis said, that ine free republic,. where all enjoy-equal 
rights, those who ‘are less” wise and. vVinuous,: than others, ought. | 
sometimes to participate in the exercise of the sovereign pow: y 
er: and should any.evil result from a “weak or: vicious. adminis- aN Le 
tration, we may alw: ays finda remedy, in the good sense ‘of. the . 
nation. - But suppose the majority of the people are under the 
absolute dominion: of passion and- prejudice: ‘neither. good 
sense, nor even common sense - ean prevail—neither cap the 
voice of. truth of reason ‘be heat ‘di While’ parties exist, the : 

a major ity wil contend tiatther! voice is the good sense of the oe 
nation. The Romans hduste Sd of theimiberties, while they suf- — is 
fered under the des potism ‘ef the most’ ‘despicable tyrants, that a 
ever, cursed the condition of man: JAD ‘Cicero himself, with all 

s boasted | ‘talents and ood: Sense, | pleased the Roman people. 4 

a telling ‘them. only, six taonths: before Octavius ov evturned the 

| : commonwealth; “ that it was not possible forthe people of Rome < : 

a ~ tobe ‘slaves, ‘whom, the gods had! destined: to the Pe ae 
; all nations.” Seto oat ie: Oe ae Bee Pes. saan Fe bee 
: By taking a review: ies the: history of our republics. ity Lh. eax. 

sily be. sedny whether the wisdom, tye: virtue, of good sense: ice 
rhe nation has preveaiee this far ever folly, vice and absurdity. aa 
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Some ‘evidence has been adduced it thepreceding pages, to. 
show that ‘the charge, of. British influence against’ federalists is” 
false arid absurd. For proof of this, it might have been sufficient 
to. appeal to the common sense and reason of mankind. That ‘ 
the very men, who achieved our independence, and who,-in ‘the 
acquisition of it,' had patiently endured the privations and suf- 
ferings of alongs and: bloody conflict—who had also made eve- 


ry effort in their power, to form a constitution of ‘civil govern- 
“ment, agreeable to i their own views and wishes, and which was 
itself the surest pledge: for the security of theit ‘dearest rights 


as 


and those of their: posterity : ? that these men: should, without 
any discoverable motives, at once lose their attachment to those 
principles, which they’ had so strenuously labored. to defend, 
and become the devoted: ‘par tizans. of that monarchy from which 


‘they had solemnly: absolved themselves, is contr ary to the plain- 


ést dictates of reason and ¢Ommon sénsei And* yet thousands 


of our honest citizens have believ ~~ ‘and: even yet Hone ve it to 


Beene kes rane EN EE i 

But in this: monstrous tissue of deception and” sibuisdieyy who 
are the witnesses? The very men: who bring forward the accu-. 
sation sa nd it is evident, from subsequent events, that those. 
men had a'deep interest in’ bringing into discredit, those they 


“accused; that they might, thereby acquire to themselves, the 


emoluments of office, (© a rae 4 

Yous fellow-citizens, who have believed, that fedeniists were © 
monarchists: and British. pina: have never had any other » 
evidénce of the fact, than’that. which you have derived: from 


the’ declarations of those “who have brought forward the accuse 


sation. Those who have spread ill founded jealousies and false — 
alarms against the federalists, and thereby enkindled the flames _ 
of civil discord among the people to elevate themselves to pow- . 

er, must have been destitute of both wisdom and virtue. You, 
who have been the honest and unsuspecting dupes of this gross 


and fatal delusion, are indeed the subjects of compassion 


Andit is to’ you that we would most chéerfully lend our aid in 
your attempts to break through the thick, dark cloud of ‘error 
and falsehood, which has long intercepted your’ view) of the 
truth; and which even now threatens with destruction your fairs 
est hopes and your best interests, in. the final extermination pa 
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For it is on you, fellow-citizens, that we rely, for the eleva- 
‘tion of men to office, who possess wisdom and virtue ; without 
which, itis believed, Rete liberty cannot be long perpe- 
tuated. 

_ And can you, on: examination of the sapioat weliave that it 
is in such men, that you have placed your confidence and con-. 
\ fided the destinies of your country? You have already seen 
from facts, which cannot be doubted and from evidence which 
is irresistible, that the men to whom, by your suffrages, you 
have entrusted the sovereign powcr, have grossly deceived and 
wickedly betrayed you. You every day witness the evils, which 
their miserable policy has inflicted on your suffering, bleeding. 
country—You see your BOveMnMent, in consequence of that 
policy, already far advanced in the downward road of fallen re- | 
publics. And can you yet think that these men possess that — 
wisdom and virtue, so necessary. to the. preservation of our 
safety, and the perpetuity of our civil institutions? You must _ 
indignantly‘answer, No, they are not only unworthy of our con- 
fidence, but they merit our execration. 

_. That one half of our citizens should array themselves agains¢ 
the other, and with the most inveterate prejudices, excited by 
falsehoods the most improbable and absurd, and should reward 
the authors of those falsehoods by their most unbounded confi- 
dence, in bestowing upon them,the first offices of responsibili- 
ty and trust, can be ascribed to nothing but the power of a 
delusion, the most mysterious and fatal. Striking is this-delu- 
sion in its resemblance, and more fatal in its effects, than that. 
which doomed to anignominious: death, the wretched inhabi- 
tants of Salem, for the supposed crime of witchcraft. It will 
doubtless be recollected by some of our readers, that in an ear- 
ly pericd of our. history, some of the good people of Salem, 
in the then colony of Massachusetts, discovered that that town — 
was infested with witches—and to prove it, said they had seen / 
them, and suffered by their witcherafts,. | ‘oe 

In that period of our history it appears, that the evidence a | 
che accuser was admitted as competent on the trial of these un- 
fortunate victims of delusion; and on such evidence only; ereat 
mumbers of the most respectable citizens of that town were con- 
' signed to death for the supposed crime of witcheraft. But so of- 
ten and so indiscriminately were these strange accusations made, 
that it led to an apprehension, that, in that mysterious business, 
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there: amight be * something rotten in the state of Denmark 5’ 
and on a review of the origin and progress of that event, it was 
found that no evidence but that of the accuser had ever been ex- 
hibited against the unfortunate victims who had suffered, and that 
no other person had ever seen witches in Salem. The scales fell 
from the eyes of the judges, the people were enlightened, and 
the delusion and horrors of Salem witchcraft came: to-an end. 
Neither has any other evidence ever been exhibited, to prove that 
_ ourcountry is infested with monarchy-loving federalists, but that of 
those hy whom these unfortunate citizens have been accused ; on 
the evidence of those, whom subsequent events have shewn, had 
aninterest in denouncing them: neither has apy other person 
ever discovered them. | 

_ I would not be thought. disposed to treat ‘die great concerns 
which relate to the public peace and welfare, with the least degree 
of levity. But itis aduty which we owe to the honor of our 
country, and to the dictates of reason and truth, to expose in all 
their deformity, the absurd falsehoods of those who have distract- 
ed and ruined the councils of this once happy republic; by the ri- 
diculous story of British influence. 

- The vices and errors which have marked the course of our re- 
public thus far, must be abandoned, or we are lost. If we disre- 
gard the great and immutable principles, to which republics ne- 
cessarily owe their existence, and duration, we cannot expect to 
perpetuate our own. . 

It was an unparalleled display of wisdom and virtue that gave 
to the constitution of our republic, its existence ; and when-_ 
eyer that wisdom and virtue shall become extinct, or yield their, 
influence to the dominion of vice and error, the ties which bind 
that constitution to the affections of the people will instantly dis- . 
‘solve, and anarchy will succeed, and despotism finally triumph. 
It has been observed that thus far’ we have travelled step by 
step the downward course of fallen republics. To the truth of 
this let history attest. No republic has ever fallen, without being 
first torn asunder by party dissensions. ! 

Washington, when he made his last, address te his country was 
deeply impressed with this truth, and warned the people in the 
most solemn manner, against the baneful effects of party spirit. 
It is evident he had seen and felt the mischiefs resulting from 
patty dissensions, when, in his letter to Mr. Jefferson, written five 
years before, he remarked that, if instead of laying our shoul- , 
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Aerarl to the machine italy measures are decided, on, one pulls this 2 ie 


way, and another that, before) the. utility. of the thing is daily. 


tried, i it must inevitably be torn: asunder ; ; and in my. opinion thes : 
fairest plas that ever was. presented to man, willbe lost per- — 


haps for ever.’ Thus itis that the administration, is enfeebied.. 


and exposed to foreign influence, corruption, | and. eventual ruins 


When a party, to gain. popularity, and acquire the ascendency i In 


the councils of the nation, have, arraigned and condemned the 


measures of government, to ‘be consistent with their professions, 
after they have suceeded: in getting the power of) the state. into 
their hands, ‘they. must change: the: policy of their. predecessors it 
Thusybefore the utility of former measures are fairly tried, ands 
which perhaps have been adopted at great expense, a new policy: 
must be) introduced, equally | ‘expensive, and. uncertain: too with 


respect to its operation, and always liable to be ruined in its. very 5: 
Ny ety by the next successful faction, which: ‘is: ‘continually ¢ CX- 


rting: itself to defeat its operations, Such: a state of things en- 
courages foreign aggression, insult and violence : : and in the event 
of a foreign war, one party will always be charged with the crime 


of adhering to the common enemy 5 and if accused wrongfullys 
they will be impelled by a just sentiment of indignation to. bring : 


into contempt and discredit their. accusers’ >and their efforis» to 


effect this, if their numbers are considerable, will obstr uct, ifnot < 
entirely defeat the operations of government agamst the common Nee 
enemy. Sich events have ever marked the course of fallen x re~ i 


publics, and thus far have marked ourowm 5) me | 
From the first moment our. government went into. operation; 


the political conduct: of the party'in power, has throuchout been. 


ane ech by ofie prominent feature which has imposed an in+ 
fluence, resistless thus far iy its progress, and fegal to the Peaeey 


the happiness, and glory of our infant republic, | ey oe 
Those who have directed ithe anti-federal- eee have" ns. 
. front the bidgioning evinced adi sposition to. favor the views of the - 
justify this disposition — 
they “have sought for motives in. considerations: ‘of gratitude: for — 
. her services rendered us in the revolutionary, war sin @ union of : 
sehtiments and pursuits, between that comntry and our own; and 


Trench nation ‘against. her. enemies 5 tov 
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as’ resulting from these, a: just. ‘and: interminable hostility’ against a a 


. Great Britain, her most for midable Balin? Vebade Loeiag 8F sic 
This pene the feder alists i hever lave, for a \ moment, induls : 
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ae but ever have, and will, while they have lite and reason; of 


pose by all lawful means within their power. 

None: of these motives, ought to influénce/the political views 
of an ‘American, who understands, and would. promote the inte- 
rest of his country. What debt of gratitude do we owe to 
France? She offered us her services ‘on certain ‘stipulations with 
which we have’ ‘complied. ° She doubtless, wished to cripple the 
power of Great Britain, by lopping off from her empire the Ame- 
rican colonies; butitis evident by her interference, in our negoe 
ciations with that country; she intended we should be so mangled 


and moddled by the incision, that we should eventually adhere to. 
her own. She had an interest ‘in aiding us; we never had, and — 


probably never shall, have any interest in hazarding our peace and 
safety, in her contests for dominion. It is indeed folly for any na- 
tion to expect disinterested favors from ariother. ‘There can be 


no greater error than to expect or calculate upon real favors fr om, 


nation to nation. fei is an illusion which experience must cure, 
‘which’ a just pride “ought to discard. ae ; ; ; 


‘Neither do the federalists believe, that there is any deseaibianes 
between the pursuits and sentiments of Fr enchmen, and those of 


Americans, or any other nation, who have any just ideas of yation- 
al fiberty. Every one who knows. any thing of the history of that 
country, well knows, that, from the commencement of their revo- 
lution, to that of the imperial ‘dynasty, successive factions have 


enslaved and oppressed the people, until Napoleon seized the 


throne and’ sceptre, and triumphed by the sword. © 
We therefore can have no motive, from considerations of sym- 
pathy and affection for France, to hate Great Britain, or make war 
upon her, because France would have itso. And experience has 
“taught us the folly of consulting the views of a foreign despot, 


with respect to the expediency of making war on Great Britains 


to compel her to respect our neutral rights, 
The declaration of war against Great Britain, was itself a most 


base and servile. surrender of these. neutral rights. to France. Als. 
though France | was the first to violate our neutral rights, yet our a 


government tamely submitted to her depredations on our com- 
merce ‘fer more. than a year ; and no sooner had Great: Britain 
ae by her Orders in ‘Council committed a similar act of aggression, 
than, France is told by | our administration, that if she will do us 
the justice to desist from. plundering us, we would, enter the lists 


* * See Washingten’s Farewell Address 
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with her against Great Britain. This looks like French infle- 
ence! The plain language of that shameful business is this. it 
France will permit us to enjoy our neutral rights, ; we will, sub- 


mit to a much greater evil, by involving ourselves in a war with. 


England. You may talk of the abuses of British. power, as long, 
and as loud as you please, they never will surrender. their mari> 
‘uime rights to, an administration which, are the most devoted and 
servile partizans of her enemy. ¢ 


es 


There is foreign influence in the councils of the nation,. but it. 
is purely.French, and ever has been. There never was through 


the whole course of the federal administr ation, a single measure, 
which was in any degree controuled or, effected by, British. in- 
fluence. The policy which Washington ; and bis political friends 


had marked out,. was intended to exclude. foreign influence, en- 


tirely from the councils of the nation, as one of the most fatal, , 


foes of republican liberty. And with these views, they had wisel: 7 
adopted that system of neutrality, which, has perhaps been pro- 
ductive of more blessings to the ‘United States, than any one mea- 
sure since the organization of our. government. ‘Yet every effort 
‘to carry this system into: effect, has been ascribed to British in- 
finence.. | We hae 
. Ivis a truth, which the Coes. oF our political state will clear- 
ly demonstrate, that ever since the commencement of the war be- 
tween Great Britain and France, the republican party, at least the 
most influential and active leaders, have evinced by their political 
conduct; a disposition to entangle us in an alliance with France, 
Excessive hatred to Great Britain, and par tiality for. France, 
has been the most prominent. feature, in the republican adminis- 


tration. While the blood of the best citizens in France was Sas 


crificed to the Tage ofan infuriated mob, our republicans, were 
celebrating | her victories, and exulting in her emancipation from 


the tyranny of kings.* “She was represented as the great nation - 


* On (He fest day of May 1795, at acivic feast in Philadelphia, wikon: 
was attended by a great number of American citizens, to celebrate the vic-’ 


tories of France, and which was honoured by the presence of the Minister 
and Consul of the French Republic, and the Consul of Holland then.subdued 
by the arins of France ; the following toasts among others were given, whi ich 
will furnish a just idea of the prevailing spirit of those times, « -” ye, 


The Republic of France—May the shores of ‘Great-Britain soon. hail the 


tri-coloured standard, and. the people: tend the air with shouts long: live the: 


republic. | By ae 
‘This shows that the object of French and Aietohn republicans at ‘that 


time was, the conquest of Great-Britain : that object has not béen abandoned» — 
Phe. Republic of France—May all free pahons learn. of her to transfer a 


Hood, 

destined by heavens not only to burst asunder her own chains, 
but to complete and perpetuate the triumphs of liberty through-_ 
out the’world. Dae PE Oey, ies ‘o 

When application was made to our government by the French 
minister for anticipation of an instalment of the French debt, be- 
fore it was due, and there was no money in the United States trea- 
sury to pay more than the current expenses and the interest of the 
public debt ; a democratic member on the floor of Congress said; 
there would be no merit in paying only when it was due and when 
it was convenient to pay ; he rejoiced, he said, that America could 
strain her means, and hazard something to shew her gratitude. 
_ There was at that time, among the democrats, apparently much. 
raore solicitude for the welfare of the French republic, than for our’ 
own. Nothing but an inflexible adherence to the policy of neu- 


their attachment from men to principles, and from iadividuais to the peo- 
| era ee i PRA TSG Oe ah 

y Since the commencement of the French revolution, republican principles 
have never prevailed in that country against the most relentless tyranny ofa 
ew manana Mri it iP ka ite 

The Republic of France-—-May her example in the abolition of titles and 
_ splendor, bea lesson to all republics to destroy those leavens of corruption. 

' Old titles have been abolished in France since the revolution, but new 

ones created equally inconsistent with republican liberty.: IN Eo. age 
| The Republic of Helland—May her two sisters the republics, of France 

- and America, form with her an invincible triumvirate in the cause of liberty. 

es Tas yh Republic of Holland—May that government which they are about es- 

~ ‘tablishing have neither, the balances of aristocracy, nor the checks of mon- 

, in this may be discovered the hostility to our present constitution, on acs 
count of the senate and chief magistrate which I have before noticed.:—the © 
balance-of aristocracy has reference to the senate, and the checks of monar- 
chy to the office of president. oO ile eat sn 

~The Republic of America--May the aristocracy of wealth founded. upon 
the virtues, the toils, and the blood of her revolutionary armies soon vanish 
and like the baseless fabric of a dream leave not a wreck behind. 

The aristocracy of wealth, alludes to the funding system, by which, the 
wealth of many individuals was increased, who had purchased public. secue 
rities ata discount: this wealth could not be taken from these individuals 
witho@t violating the fundamental principles of justice and public faith. 

The Republic of America..--May her government have public good for its 
object, and be purged of the dregs of sophisticated republicanism, ‘ 

The Republic of America-May the alliance formed between her and. 
France acquire vigor with age, and that man be branded as the enemy of 
liberty who shall endeavour to weaken or unhinge it. att die 
. Federalists ever have opposed ,an alliance with France---how justly this 
should brand them with the imputation of being the enemies of liberty let © 
the people judge . SMA UN inne Sa) 
The Republic of America--May her administration have virtue enough to 
defy the ordeal’of patriotic societies, and patriotism enough to cherish in- 

stead of denouncing them. Kae ae SOG ODOR Se a 
~” Patriotic societies ; these were the democratic societies formed a short 
time before under the direction of Mr. Genet the French minister. 

Fyn Rae " ; j Bi : ahaa Brey 


Sad 


2 ‘ ity 


crality, would | hays Sayed us from the horrors of that wariin which 
France. was engaged against t the combined powers of Evrope. ie 

‘For the most flagrant abuses, and lawless: depredations commit. 
_ ted by France on our defenceless commerce, scarcely a a complaint 
has been uttered by our republican rulers; and wheneyer it has 


been, it has been. easy to discover from the cautious mode 0! €X- — 


pression on that, subject, that it was: done only to save appearan- 


-. ees, and preserve their popularity ; rather than the result OF as: 


sentiment of just indignation, for unmerited wrongs, while our 
Janguage has been ransacked and tortured, to find words, expres- 
sive of their contempt and hatred of the. British government. _ 

For sucha discrimination between these two. nations, the fede. 
ralists could never find motives, either in reason or sound policy. 
‘They have therefore opposed it, and - warned the people of its 
fatal tendency, to prevent a reconciliation with Great Britian, hd 
not to involve. us eventually i i a Wet ee 

But for their warnings they haye been. reproached, and every 


effort which they, have made to establish a national ch aracter, in- 


_ dependent of every nation of the earth, and to preserve the coun- 
try from the horrors of a. desolating war, has been ascribed to 
British influence. This pitiful: story of British, influence has eX- 
cited prejudices which have. how been so lone predominant, that 
the honest electors can give no account of their arp or pro- 
“gress. ie OE ase ne 
Yet to this strange delusion we may ascr bie our fatal dixie ich oF 
which while they have: encouraged foreign a aggression, have, eby 
distracting the councils of the vépublic, enfeebled the means, ip 
not rendered the power of resistance ineffectual. ihe oe 
And now when at last all are convinced of the baneful conse- 
quences of our political dissension, we find that our republican 


ralers are eyen more clamorous than ever in their efforts to ex. 


cite the prejudices, the nassions and. the Jealousy of the gople 
against { federal Men. They call on them 4 co aid. an fighting, the 


ey 


British nation t : PPAR a) ke 


But can they expect feder ralists will fight and, destroy nee they. 


$0 pies love: and to whose Bec eit they aah: as. ei 


zens, have been told muitos af times, chat ed fedoras | 
ed to become recolonized : : or t6 esta 
England, similar to that of Gradtlawealne a thied 


do they not at abe ane Oe an bay sad Dad it! Pi; the te “guid 


Niger 


¢. 


support of that policy which he recommended.: And while ot 


ae ne 


ae 


nity to effect such a purpose. Were the federalists to unite their 
force to the Canadian provinces and the other armies of Great 
Britain, they would stand the tug of war, at least beyond thedu- 

ration of Mr. Madison’s life orenergies. But if shame had not 
Jost its power on these. declaimers. of British influence, the con- 


duet of the federalists,” would strike them dumb with confusion. 


Instead of aiding the enemy, you see them braving. death and 


eer in the field of battle, that they may expel from our bor- 


‘ders, the hirelings and su bjects of that, nation By. whose influence 


~ you sav federalists are governed ! ! Oy Mi ict 
@ And if this country is ever saved from the Gay of Great 


Britainor France, if it is ever saved from the miserable degraded 
condition to which it has been reduced, by intrigue, by falschood, 
by cowardice, by hypocrisy, and villany, - at will be saved by fede- 
-val men: Not all the efforts,of a weak or de uded. faction, aided 
by the hirelings, tools and sycophants of the imperial tyrant, can 
ever extinguish in them the fire which glowed in the breasts of 
their illustrious ancestors ; they wil il yet exhaust the last power 
of nature, that: they may transmit unimpaired to posterity our 
free. constitution and all those privileges of freemen purchased 
by the courage, the toil and blood of their fathers: they are the 
, men, who achieved our independence, who fought | and suffered 
“with Washington, and who are still: ready to fight and to die, 1. 


ye 
“ at the call of the law,, would fly to the standard of the law, 
woud meet invasions of the public orderas their own personal ) 
concern,” ‘they. will with equal zeal oppose by all lawful means, 
the weak or wicked policy of our own rulers: whenever it shall 
tend to subvert the great ends of government, and ere code ht | 
and ruin on the present and future generations. 

The ‘policy of the last fourteen years has been eraduall ly though 
unceasingly. draining the sources of our: wealth, reducing: the 
atrength, and impairing the credit of the nation. But since the 
commencement of the present war, it has progressed to dur ruin 
with bold and rapid strides: and the toil and wealth of an age has 
been sacrificed to the administration of a year. Yet such a sacri- 
fice great as it is, would cheerfully be made to advance the glory 
~ and interest ‘of the republic. f , ove oy 

~ When federalists humbly ask, in what way. present measures 
are to advance this interest of our country, our rulers tauntingly 
reply, we are not accountable to the minority: when they ask 
what. glory i is sie Ol derived from a war ‘without seme probable 


ground to hope that the ostensible object for Which it is declared, 
will ‘thereby be attained, we are insultinely told; that if it is not | 
attained, the failure will be’ aed. to the partis of the ene-" 
my; the federalists) 3) Jes 1m st By ‘ 
So long as every evil which: may result from the vices or errors 
‘of rulers, is to be ascribed to a large portion of the citizens and 
to them only, it is in vain to anticipate the erie or he dura- 
tion of republican liberty. | a 
It has long been believed, that "hobbit said save us from 
the dangers which result from a blind confidence in ‘rulers, but 
actual suffefing inflicted by their folly or vices. Then it is tha 
“ lethargic indolence i is roused,” and if it is not roused by cont 
vulsions, we have reason to hope that reason n and virtue dee ‘trie. 
umph over passion and prejudice. | st a ) 
The policy of the last fourteen years ea been folunad't in erret 
and delusion, and it must be totally. renounced ; and you, my fel- 
low-citizens, must go iback to the days of Washington and ‘com: 
yence anew your political career. You must £0 Shek to that hap- 
py period, when your only enquir y, your only solicitude, respec- 
_ting candidates for office, were respecting their wisdom and’ their 
integrity, and not the insignificancy of a name: and’ as in the 
_ presence of your God and under that awful influence imposed by 
“the: fate of millions and ' millions yet unborn, make a final sacri 
“fice of your passions and your prejudices on the altar of patriot- 
ism. And with the stern integrity of virtuous freemen, | you must 
resolve that your future efforts shall be devoted'to the interests 
of your country, and not to the paltry views of any political sect, 
by whatever specious name, it may be. called. Rémember that 
republican liberty is on its last and final trial. Republican virtue 
has been corrupted by the banefal influence of party ihe pie 
it must be reg enerated. Wy et iA +2 
That wise, firm, independent, and patriotic policy, W Heh was 
recommended both by the precept and example of Washington, 
is the only system which can encourage us even to hope with con- 
fidenee for. any great duration to our republic.” And i in this itis) 
believed you have placed your most sanguine hopes, your firm: 


ape By» 
ys 


est confidence. , 
Your leaders, ‘while they ‘lol élaimed the popularity sf his 


name, have sridaca many of you to believe that he was: their po- 
Jitical friend ;' while they have been ‘elevated to. ‘power on the 
ruins of that very policy which he appr oved and which you. once 
fondly hoped would stand against the rage of faction, and of pas: 


“sion, and endure forever. 


4 


ong 


it will be found ona candid. review of our political state, that 


the leaders of the party in power, have falsely ascribed that poli- ‘ 


cy to British influence, and thereby succeeded by the power of 
delusion only, in subverting it, ay devine: 3 its auEDOrs from the 
councils of the nation. Shas 

To prove that the political conduct of the leaders of the party 
in power was opposed to the views and: policy of Washington, 


you haye been referred to his own testimony, contained in letters* | 


written by him to the officers of government, as well as to his 
» private friends. And if you doubt their authenticity, make a 
pilgrimage to Mount Vernon, that sacred: deposit, where you 


may find the truth recorded by that hand. which withered in the | 


service of his” country. -Go to. that venerable 3 ‘mansion, once the 

abode of him, who lived only. that you might t be free and happy, 
and whose spirit has ascended | to heaven: and from that pure 
source, search for truth: and if your prejudices are not veiled 
with darkness impenetrable as adamant, a light as from heaven’s 
own altar, will dissipate the clouds of error, of falsehood, and de- 
“idiod which have bewildered your long and dreary way, through 


the course of the last fourteen years. And had not the laws of 


God, and of nature, imposed on the tomb an inviolable silence, | 


- the voice of W ashington would warn you in thunders, to res 
his councils, if you would perpetuate your liberties. 

‘Those councils are contained in his last affectionate ad r 
his fellow-citizens, And: that man who would not devote 


effort in his power to restore them must be dead to sensibil lity, ee 


to patriotism, to the interest, the honor and ¢ glory of his coun- 
a ei Pies : 


: * 


he The Sliepi ne extrac cffrom : a i Be written ‘to general Knox the day 


before the’ termination of yfice, exhibits the sentiments with which be - 


contemplated this event, and with which he viewed: the unceasing calumnies 
with which his whole administr ation continued to be aspersed. 

“To the wearied traveller who sees a resting place, and is bending his 
body to lean thereon, Inow compare myself; but to be suttered to do this 
in peace, is too mitch to be endured by some. To misrepresent my motives ; 
to reprobate my politics ; and to weaken the confidence which has been re- 
posed. | in my administration ;....are objects which cannot »be relinquished by 
those who will be satisfied with nothing short of a change in our political 
system. The consolation, however, which results from conscious rectitude, 
and the approving voice of my country unequivocal: expressed by its re- 
presentatives.. deprives their sting of its poison, and. places i in the same point 
¥ yiew both the weakness and malignity of their efforts. | 

« Although the prospect of returement is most grateful to. my soul, and. 
T have not a wish to mix again in the great world, or to partake in its politics, 


yet Lam not without my regrets at parting with (perhaps never more to 


meet) the few intimat¢s whom Tlove. Among these, bé pate you are one.” 


hdr yidu Fit ri f fh rz 


ea anton and innecessary wars ive in. every y ag e and nation Bee ty 
been the horrid instruments, in the hands of government, of sub- 
“VESHRB liberty and reducing’ to wretchedness the condition of man. 


elie: 


er IRN PRO gt sf 


POLITICAL DELUSION TRIUMPHANT. 


feats 6 & nih en 


. The hoses agitations hick tae distracted che cebnets and } 
chreatened the safety of the republic, have at length subsided. 
3 The joy at the return of peace. results from the irresistible i im. e 


“ate 


- pulse of nature and humanity. rues le alti gi, "Ose geval es 


} 


We. rejoice because the. blood of our r slaughtered ¢ citizens ne i 
longer flows in vain. > | oO ; it 
We rejoice because the 1 ‘ruin of our cealipil esl anil ebaait 3 
isarrested in its: fatal progress zand that the countless blessings | 
of peace have succeeded the, horrors wale a. ruinous: sand hopeless. 7) 
ate | ey ae xa gi Ma is ; x ¥ 
ut could. not bndee blessings h have been preserved could d they : 


( ae late ek These are serious = questions an rhe must 

nswered, 7 ie ay eta 4 ees, ie 

"History has taught us shat in eucty age and nation wanton and 
‘unnecessary wars have been the horrid instruments of subvert: 

_ ing liberty, and reducing to wretchedness, the condition of man. 
‘Does it not become our’ duty then as a wise people t to inquire with 
deep solicitude. whether, the evils resulting from the late war have is 
ine oduced any eood ? and if not, why they. have been inflicted a 
AD offensive war should be the last resort of injured nations, and _ 

eo tOowhich: recourse should not be had. except. in extreme, cases, 
&: when the peace, the safety. and ANehis of the agers are hae 
Fie Jeopardy. + wy \ PE setae iene te te 
But it cannot be, considered expedient by a wise and virtuous as 
é. people. i in any, circumstances to, declare war even. when, the. cause 


_ ” would justify resistance, unless there is atleast some ground tO st | i 
¢ hope, that the Iurs, nation wil be. able thereby to redress her aa 
nahn ee i f 3 pe 


a This last’ proposition is “denticd ty niodern palitans both i in a 
lg fe SW asain: i rae = 
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Europe and America. Who contend that independent nations 
ought to fight, when their national honor is assailed, however; 
it may affect the interests or happiness of the people. Under 
the influence of this principle, the rulers of Europe have for 
ages compelled their miserable subjects to fight for the blessings 
of national honor. But on whom do these blessings rest ? not 
on the wretched multitude who fight and die, but on the few lord- 
ly tyrants who direct the war: and who ue ate continually about 
national honor. 

But whenever the rulers of a free people declare a war which 
is more destructive to their interest and happiness than the i injury 
complained of, for which resistance is made : : or when there is 

‘no probable ground to hope that the injured ‘nation will be able 
thereby to redress her wrongs; such rulers, could never in the 
event of such a war, expect either success or glory. Such were 
the circumstances attending the commencement of the late war, 
that no one but the most blind and stupid votary of present meas- 
ures could presage, in its adie any thing better a disgrace 
and defeat. — ” 

At that fatal crisis, such was ae situations f the United States, ee 
and that of the belligerents of Europe, that we could expect no 3 
advantage, but had much to fear from taking a part in their .¢ 
test. France equally with Great-Britain had violated our net 
tral rights. Those rights we shamefully surrendered to Fran 
by selecting the lattes for our enemy, and thercby violated : 

* pure maxim “ equal and exact justice to all nations.’ Beside , 
in doing it we could not avoid an entangling alliance with France. 

But supposing by uniting our efforts with France, we had suc- 
ceeded, even in subjugating the power of Great-Britain, and Na- 
poleon had taken possession of her thousand ships. Would he 
have given liberty to the seas, and peace to our country ¢ Praised 
be the ruler of the universe, that we have Facet the horrible 
grasp of his iron hand. 

But when it is considered that the unbounded ambition of  Na- 
3 . poleon, had driven the nations of Europe to madness, it was not 
‘difficult to foresee that the event of his downfall was more than 
probable, and that, i in such an event, we should be left tocontend 
-alone, with the most powerful nation on the globe. Such was the 
condition to which we were reduced. ee 
Do you not see then, fellow-citizens, that our administration | 
had staked the success of their arms eventually, on the success 
( Tj 


get } 
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of Nanoiean, and ther eby entangled us in the destructive pale 


of the belligerents of Europe? Of this you must be convinced 


when you recollect the fact, that Mr. Madison rejected the prof- 


fer of an armistice made by Great- Britain, on any otherterms 


than that she would first yield the very point in issue with regard 
to impressment ;* a ile which he. well knew she would not 


ia 


* There is no doubt but that the subjects of the governmentof Great Britain, 
in many instances abuse the right which they claim, to impress their native sea- 
men, when found in neutral ships.—But the great question is, how for the exer- 
cise of the right of impressment in the sense they contend for j is an infringe. 
ment of our national sovereignty and independence. Great Britain found their 
right of impressment on two principles ; one is, that all the members of 
the civil community are bound to each other by compact ; the other i is, that 
one of the par ties to this compact cannot dissolve it by his ownact. When 
therefore one of hef native citizens attempts to expatriate himself, without 
she Consent of the government, they contend that they have a right. to re- 
imand such eitizen, “and compel him to submit to the service and regulations 


of his native country, And in this the government of the United States, of 


Great Britain, and France concur. There has been one case in which this 
principle has béen the subject of legal adjudication, in the Supreme Court 
of the United States. ‘In 1792, one Williams was commissioned by the 
French Consul-General residing in America, asa heutenant on board the 
Jupiter, a French seventy-four. The Jupiter sailed in the autumn of the 

same year for Rochefort, where Williams was. naturalized, renouncing his 
dillegiance to the United States. After his naturalization, he was commis- 
ied by the French Republick a second lieutenant on board the French: 

fe, the Caront. He continued in the commission and service of France 
he 27th of February, 1797, when he was. seized and arrested for ac- 
a commission from. the French Republick, to commit acts of vio- 

gainst the king of Great Britain, and. his subjects, -with whom we 
t peace. Williams pleaded in justification his naturalization in France, 
is renunciation of his allegiance to the United States. Chief Justice 


hy 


: he. common law of tl 11s country 1 remains the same as it was before the 
revolution. The present question is to be decided by two great princi- 
ples; one is thatall the members of the civil community are bound to each 
other by compact, the other is, that one of the parties to this compact can- 
not dissolve it by his own act. The compact between ‘our. community and’ 
its members is, that the community shall protect its members, and on the 
part of the members, that they will at all times be obedient to the laws of 
} the community and faithful in its defence. This compact distinguishes our 
soverntment from those which’are founded in violence or fraud. It necessa- 
| wily results that a member canmot dissolve this compact, without the consent 


or default of the community, There has been no consent—no default. 
Default is not pretended. Express consent ig not claimed; but it has’been — 
an argued that the consent.of the community is implied by its policy—its con- 


dition—and its acts... In countr ies so crowded with inhabitants, that the 
yneans of subsistence are difficult to. be obtained, it is reason and policy to 
y permit emigration ; but our policy is different; for our country is but scarce- 
4 ly) setiled, and we have no inhabitants to spare. * 
* Consent has been argued from the condition of the country, because we 
were ina state of peace. But though we were in peace, the war’ had come 
menced in Burope—-We wished to. have. nothing to do with. the war ; but 
the war would have something to do with us. It has been éxtremely diffi- 


volve us. It hie been hecessary for our government to be vigilant im Te- 


a uk 


cult for us tokeep out of this war ; the progress of it las threatened ‘to ins’ 


independent nation has a right by a municipal regulation to interfere with 


right, is a great national question. I have made these remarks, and cited. 


_ and. prosperity, in a hopeless pursuit of what is falsely called national honoy, 


yield. to any. but her conquerors: and that this very point was 
yielded by him, ‘this mighty sine qua non, this insurmountable 
obstacle to peace was removed on the 27th day of June, about one 
week after the news of Bonaparte’s abdication had reached this 
country in a shape so authentic, that it could no longer admit of 
adoubt. i ze eg 

At the event of Napoleon’s defeat, the federalists rejoiced, be- 
cause they saw through it the approaching termination of an ex- 
ecrable war, ©. ) anes 

_ Federalists have no pretensions to the powers of prophecy, but 
they have firmly believed and predicted, that the excessive par- 
tiality to France and hostility to Great-Britain Which has been the 


distinguishing feature through every period of the republican 


administration, would eventually end in disaster and disgrace. 
straining our own citizens from those acts which would involve us in hos- 
tilities. The most visionary writers on this subject do not ¢gntend for the 
principle in the unlimited extent, that a citizen may at any, and at all times, 
renounce his own, and join himself to a foreign country. tae 

. °® Consnyvr has been argued, from the acts of our government permitting 
the naturalization of foreigners... When a foreigner presents himself here, 
and proves himself to be of a good moral character, well affected to the 
constitution and government of the United States, and a friend to the good)” 
order and happiness of civilsociety ; if he has resided here the time pres 
scribed by law, we grant him the privileges of a citizen. We do not en 
quire what his relation is to his own country ; we have not the mean 
knowing, and the enquiry would be indelicate ;.we leave him to: jud; 
that. If he embarrasses himself by contracting contradictory obliga 
the fault and the folly are his own ; but this implies no consent of th 
vernment, that our own citizens should expatriate themselves. hele 

‘Tt is therefore my opinion, that the facts whl the prisoner offer 
prove in his defence, are totally irrelevant; they can have no operation in — 
jaw, and the jury ought not to.be embarrassed or troubled with them ; 5 
but by the constitution of the court, the evidence must go to the jury’? ~ 

“ The cause and the evidence were accordingly committed to the jury, 
‘The jury soon agreed on a verdict, and found the prisoner GUILTY. 

“ The court sentenced him to pay a fine of 1600 dollars, and to suffer 
four months imprisonment.” : 

But itis said that when a citizen ef Great Britain becomes naturalized by 
our laws, her right to claim the services of such citizen ceases. Our law 
relative to haturalization had its origin subsequent to that by which Great 
Britain claims theright to the services of her native subjects... How far one 


2 pre-existing national right, of any other independent nation, although 
such national right as claimed, may be thought an infringement of natural 


the case of Williams, to shew that it is not certain that even the British 
right of impressment which our administration would resist, at the hazard 
of our peace and happiness, would readily be yielded by our own govern- 
ment, was our condition similar to that of Great Britain —Federalists would. 
not sanction the abuse of power, in any other nation, when it infringes on 
the rights of their own : neither would they sacrifice their national wealth, 
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And to complete the climax of insult, of abuse, of suffering, 
and of delusion, we are told that, from this war Bien and import- 
ant adyantares have been derived to the country! !) And what is 
more a matter of astonishment, many of our good and honest 
electors, cither do, or at least pretend, to Pore what i is thus. 
toldthem!!! -— * note ge ; 

It has been truly remarked that “ the greatest: eigthel are not ar- 
yived at. their utmost period, until those who are in power have 
Jost all sense of shame; at such a time, those who should obey 
shake off all respect and suberdination; then is lethargic indo- 
tence roused, but roused by convulsions.’ And have we not rea- 
son to fear that such a period has alreadycommenced. After a 
war of more than two years, declared by our own government, in 
which thousands aud thousands of our fellow-citizens have fal- 
Jen by the sword and by pestilence: have been subjected to dis~ 
ease and to death ; in whigh our land has been filled with widows, 
with orphans, with sufferings and with tears. Anda debt of mil- 
tions entailed on posterity which can be paid only by years of toil 
and pain, and when every object of this war had been yielded to 
the enemy, we have seen our chief magistrate in an official and 
public communication, * congratulating » the representatives of the 
2 ople; that peace was restored at a period when the causes of 

; ad ceased, and under circumstances that. the nation could 
its conduct without regret, and’ that thereby the govern- 
| hind hon the pe ieltied ae its power of defence : 


1 ely to the restoration ica peace ! 

| At the ‘time this communication “was: made, neither at any 
time since, has the British. practice . of impressment, bor the 
eause which produced it ever ceased. | ‘Neither could it be ‘said 
that Wes achievements of cur armies contributed RePen cele to. the 


r See Presideut Maine 8 Message to Savina. Feb. 20th, 1815. 
‘The following is an extract from Mr. Madison’ $ mstructions to our minis. 
ters, before Bonapar te’s defeat—* But the business of impressments cannot 
be waved, nor postponed, nor informally arr anged. It cannot be waved, be: 
catise it involves an infringement of the national sover eignty and ‘indepen- 
dence. It cannot be postponed, because beg one of the yain grounds of 
the war, the government cannot answer to the peopie, since the ve ry rejection of 
Admiral Warren’s proposition fora suspension of hostilities, upon the basis 
of the repeal of the Orders in Council. It cannot be. the subject of an in 
formal arrangement, because the experience of Messis. Monroe and Pinck: 
sey’s arrangement has taught us, that such an under standin g “cannot be re 
ae ed upon, for any age actieal pee 


~ 


§5 


restoration of peace, when our'peace is not better secured or bet- 
ter enjoyed than before the war. To say nothing of the incalcula- 
ble miseries which this war has occasioned. 

_ And is it no matter of regret, that these miseries have been i in= 
Aicted without any adequate object, and to no purpose? 

And is it matter of congratulation that in a war declared by 
our own hasan we have evinced our powers of defence 
against the enemy ? But the necessity of calling these powers of 
defence into exercise, we Si on ia abba by commencing 
hostilities. ) $ 

Nothing which relates to the war can be a cause of congratu- 
lation, unless it is the attainment of some object of the war: one 
of which was, if Mr. Madison is correct, to evince, that we were 
able to defend ourselves against the enemy hy And suppose we 
have proved by the late war, that we are able, . to defend, and have 
actually defended ourselves against the power of Great Britain, 
at the expense only of about ten thousand of the lives of our fel- 
low-citizens, and one or two hundred eeaioie of dollars. Noone 
who has much knowledge of our resources, or the. character of 
‘Americans, ever doubted of our ability to do this, “hour ma- 
_ king this dreadful sacrifice to prove it. And could the chief ma» 
gistrate of a free and enlightened people attempt this imposition — 
on the common sense of the people, had he not lost all se 
shame ? Or can rulers who are thus insensible of shame, and 
eardiess of the honor and interest of their country, expec ‘s 
command the people’ s-respect!—Is it not rather to b . 
that the time is not far distant, when an injured and indigna tpe 
ple will throw off all respect, and all subordination to men, wh 
under the specious name of republican, would thus abuse thei 
confidence and sport with their dearest rights. Why does the 
chief magistrate attempt to make a false impression on the public 
mind with respect to the event of the late war? Why did he nor 
in the frank and honest language of a real republican, tell the 
people that the defeat of the ruler of France had disappointed his 
hopes with respect to the powerful aid he expected to derive from 
that country, and that thereby the objects of the war had been de- 
feated and the country unhappily involved in difficulties and dis- 
tress, from which their virtue and patriotism-alone could extri- 
cate them ? 

“Can patriotism or sound policy: can the best interests of our 
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country require, that the people ‘should be deceived with respect 


to the object or tendency of measures, with.respect to the impor= 


tant concerns which relate to the welfare of the country ? And has 


it become necessary, in order to secure, the confidence of a wise _ 


and free people, to betray them into a belief that reak i injuries, 
that the most terrible national calamities are blessings in embryo, 
in which they should extlt. Is this the policy which i 1s to light 
our way to the millennial g glories which Columbus saw in vision ? 


. Whither, O my fellow-citizens, whither has fled that stern in- 


tegrity, that firm and disinterested patriotism, that once seemed 


to win a short lived popularity, at the expense of our immortal. 
glory? Is this the country i in which republican virtue has claimed 
the triumphs of an immortal existence? Katey ae 


Yes, in this once happy country, destined by enviar as we had 


fondly hoped, to illustrate the splendid achievements of her he- 


roes, and the wisdom of her sages, in the examples of their sons, 
we have seen that duplicity, hypocrisy and intrigue, have eas 
tuted the only is passports to preferment and to power.! 


bid nprized are her sons, till they learn to het tray, 
“Undistinguish’d they live, if they shame not their sires ; 
And the torch that would light them to dignity’s way, 
Must be caught fram the pile where their OLE expires.” 


‘people: in this country well bow. what. were the cepenien 


: of the war; and those who have read the late treaty of 


miteg 
* 


HS 


yetween this country and Great Britain, know also that not 
those objects have been thereby obtained. And many ‘of 
Il ctors who support the men in power, have even had the 
honest candor to acknowledge, that they could discover nothing 
but disaster in the event of the present war. Re 


, 


But no sooner was the magic influence of Mr. Madison’s S mes- , 


sage diffused among the people, | than, this war of misery and dis- 


fore they lad no conceptions. cB 
There is not at this time a country on cant, however aespote 


* For the benefit of ioas who have not Heid the a treaty, i js Herts 


‘Yauch cause of congr soniseh be it contains. 


grace, is at once transformed into a national bles ssing | : their optics é 
are endued at once with new powers : : the scales full from their 
eyes, and they see advantages pesulting f from the Ae of which bee 


NR annexed. It is hoped the people will read and judge for baa siesta 


=, = be: ares” 
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to the hospitals, those abodes of misery ; ava ask the wretched 


oS, 


where rulers have a more ahSatute controul over the rights of 
the people, than in our own.  —* 

The popularity with which they have conducted the late war, 
renders it evident, that there are no’ evils which i may not in- 
flict upon the people with impunity. 

‘The federalists can neither cbaceaul nor change the councils of 
the nation, and the republicans with their present prejudices will 
not. Should Napoleon again re-establish himself in power, we 
may well conclude his continental system would be revived, and 
we again involved in the vortex of his policy. 

With our present rulers at helm, our peace cannot be durable. 
By the late treaty nothing has been settled. ' The officers of the 
late army are urging their claims on the evatitude and patronage 
of the government; and are dissatisfied with the late peace. A 
“host of the unfortunate sufferers in thé late war are also putting 
an their claims for pensions, and will doubtless, obtain them to an 
" enormous amount, which the people must pay ; and they are al- 


3 ready taxed to the extent of their abilities, and even beyond. 


~ But if you would duly estimate the result of the late war, if you 
would know what we have lost by it, lay aside for a moment MG fe 
Madison’s message, and ask the thousands of weeping wido 
and mothers who have been thereby left destitute and comf 
toa merciless world: ask the thousands of orphan children 
have been Shereay lle of their only protector and sup 


beings who have been transferred thither from the field of battle, . 
covered with blood and distorted with the agony of their wounds : 
ask them ; ask the poor fugitives who have been driven from their 
burning dwellings, and reduced in an hour, from a state of com- 
fortable competency, to want, and even beggary : and while you 
reflect on this miserable assemblage of suffering humanity, ascer- 
tain if you can, the millions of expense at which these evils have 
heen purchased. Look then at the late treaty with Great. Titain, 
and compare the end and object of the war, and its final event with » 
the means which have been employed in its prosecution, and the @ 
policy which has led to it; and if you will then give the sanction — 
of your approving voice to the political conduct of mee who direct 
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the public concerns of our country, it may indeed be said, it will a 
be said by an impartial world, that in the United States, political 
delusion is triumphant. | This is at present our condition. Such 
scenes of suffering, so wantonly inflicted on a free, and aie 
people, were never before exhibited on earth! * 

What then can be done to save the republic ? Truth aid argu- 
ment are our only means : with these the present policy, and the 
author's of it will be opposed by federalists while they have life ang 
reason. Ifour republic must fall, as it certainly must, under such 
an administration as the present, and probably very soon ; * Let the 
federalists cling to it, while it has life in it, and even longer than 
there is hope. « Let them be auxiliary to its virtues ; ;” and if death | 
must be its fate, let them strain every nerve, and exhaust the last 
power of intellect, and if necessary, surrender even lite itself, that 
they may protract its dying ndture, and from its expiring -convul- 
sions snatch the. spirit of ipertye and render its belga a on earth im- 


mortal. (8 
4 a ‘f 
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strict of New-York, 

BE IT AECw NT ee Soba that on the scien: aay of aged in om 
fortieth year of the independence of the United States of America, E. and 
E. Hosrorn, of the said District, hath deposited i in this office the title of a. 
book, the right whereof they claim as proprietors, in the words wom ee ~ 
to wit: ' 


t 


“* The Crisis: on the origin and consequences. of our potiiaes dissensions.. 
To which is annexed, the late treaty between the United States. ins Great 
Britain. By a Citizen of Vermont. | 


ae 


In conformity to the Act of the Congress of the United States, ‘entitled 
“An Act for the encouragement of Learning, by securing the eopies ‘of 
Maps, Charts, and Books to the authors and. proprietors of such: copies, 
*, during the time therein mentioned”? And also to an Act, entitled “ an 
fj, _ Act, supplementary to an Act, entitled an Act for the encouragement ‘of 
; Ss Learning, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books te the au- 
a Nihors and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein mentioned, 
3 and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving and 
' etching historical and other prints.” 
THERON RUDD, ‘ 
Clerk of the i laedinidy District of New-¥ OPB / 
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IAMES MADISON, 
ae as ‘esident of the United States of America. 
To all and singular to, whom these pr esents shall come, greeting: 


"WHEREAS a TREATY OF Peace. and Amury. between the 
United States of America, and his. Britannic Majesty was signed.at 
Ghent, on.the 24th day of December, one. thousand eight hundred 
and fourteen, by:Plenipotentiaries respectively appointed for that 
purpose; and the said ‘Treaty having been. by and with, the advice 
and. consent of the Senate of he: United. States; duly.accepted, rati- 
‘Gied.and confirmed, on the seventeenth day of ; February, one thou- 
sand eight bundved and ; fifteen, and ratified: copies thereof having 
been exchanged agreeably tothe tenor of. the. said treaty, which is 


in the. avords following tOrwit, 1) oy ‘ a. 
: TREATY OF PEACE AND AMITY, : 
vsekat | a BETWEEN . 
eee HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY 
i - AND 
 \ -PHK UNITED STATES: OF AMERICA. 


‘His Britannic Mojesty and the United States of America, desi. 
vous of. terminating the war which has, unhappliy subst sted be- 
tween the two countries, and of restoring, upen principles of _per- 
. feat reciprocity, peace, friendship and good. understanding, ibe 
.aween: them, have, for that, purpese, appointed their respective 
-Plenipotentiaries, that:isito. say: His Britannic Majesty, 
‘part, has appointed the Right Honorable James, Lorn Gat 
Jate admiral of the white, now admiral of the red squadro 
| Majesty’s fleet, Henry. Goutnurn, Esquire, a Member 
Imperial Parliament.and underSecretary of State, and W141 
Avams, Esquire, Doctor of. Ciyil Laws :—And the Pre d 
ahe United States, by and with the.advice and consent of th 
ate thereof, has appointed Joun: Quincy Apams.Jamss AB: 
ABD; Heyry CLay,. JonATILAN, Russe, and: ALBERT GALLAT? IN; 
.citizens.of the United States, who, after a reciprocal communication 
of their respective full powers, have agreed upen the following are 
ticles: 


ARTICLE. THE FIRST. € 


There. shall be a firin and universal Peace between His Britan- 
nic Majesty and the United States, and between tireir respective 
countries, territories, cities, towns, and people, of every degree, 
without exception of places or persons. All hostilities, beth by 
sea and land, shall cease as soon as this Treaty shall have been ra- 

‘tified by both _parties, as hereinafter mentioned. AM territory 
places, and possessions, whatsoever, taken from either party, b 
the other, during the war, or which Hy be taken alter the sienin, 


aitk 


wD 


of this Akeni excepting only, the Islands hereinaiter mentee 
shall be restored without delay, and without causing any destruce | 
tlony orc rrying away any of the artillery or other. public property 
originally captured in the said forts or places, and which shall re- 
main therein upon the exchange of. the ratification of this Treaty, 
or any slaves or. other private . -property.—And_ all archives, re- 
cords, derds and papers, either of a public nature, or belonging to 
private persons which in the course of the war, may have fallen i in» 
to the hands of the officers of cither party, shall be as far as may - 


_ be practicabie, forthwith restored and delivered to the proper au- - 


thorities and persons, to whom they respectively belong. Such 
ee the Islands in. the Bay of Passamaquoddy as are claimed. by 
oth parties shall remain i in the possession of the party in whose 
see they may be at the time of the exchange of the ratifi-. 
cations of this treaty, until the decision respecting the title to the 


said islands shall have been made in conformity witht the 4th arti- 


cle of this treaty. . No disposition made by this treaty, as to. such. 


possession of the: ‘islands and territories: claimed by both parties, — 
shall inany manner whatever, be construed to aa te me" of 


ures either. a Cia oc siahes a MN os i el Ae 

ho 4 . ARTICLE THE SECOND, EI RNa 
ee Immediately. bison the ratification of this treaty by both gatien) | 
aa as herein’mentioned orders shall be sent to the armies, squadrons, — 


officer s; subjects and citizens, of. the.two powers to cease from all 
Ostilities: And to prevent all cause of complaint which might arise 
ount of the prizes which may be taken at sea after the said © 
ation of this treaty; it is reciprocally agreed, that all vessels. 
ffects which may be taken after the space of twelye days 
e said ratifications upon all parts of the coast of North 
rica, from the latitude of twenty-three degrees orth, tothe 
ude of fifty degreés north, and-as fureastward in’ the Atlan- 
ean, as the thirty-sixth degree of west longitude from the 
meridian of Greenwich, shall be restored on each side : That the 
“tine shall be thirty er in all other parts of the Atlantic ocean 3. 
“ worth of the equinoctial line or: equator, . and the same time foe 
_the British and Irish Channels, for the Gulf of Mexico, and-all 
‘parts of the West-Indies: forty days for the North Seas, for the 
» @ Baltic, and for all partsof the Mediterranean: Sixty days for the — 

Atlantic ocean south of the equator as far.as the latitude of the — 

Cape of Good Hope : : Ninety days for every part of the world © 
*south of the equator: And one hundred and twenty days yy all 
~ other pares of the world, without exception. | | 


aes “ARTICLE THE THIRD. 
All pr isonets oF war taken on either side, as well by ade as s by. 


Laven 
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fay 9, § St, Shall be restored as soon as gay after the ratification in 


40, the aforesaid treaty of one thousand seven hundred and eigh- 
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of this treaty, as hereinafter mentioned, on their paying the debts 
which they may have contracted during their captivity-—The two 
contracting: parties respectively engage to discharge in specie, the 
advances which may have been made by the other for the suste- 
nance: and maintenance of such prisoners. 


ARTICLE THE ZOURTH: 


Whereas, it was stipulated by the second article of the treaty 
of peace, of one thousand seven hundred and eighty-three, be- 
tween his Britannic Majesty and the United States of America, 
‘that thé boundary of the United States should comprehend all 
“islands within twenty leagues of any part of the shores of the 
United States, and lying between lines to be drawn due, east from 
the points where the aforesaid boundaries, between Nova Scotia, 
on the one part, and East Florida, on the other, shali respective- 
ly touch the Bay of Fundy, and the Atlantic Ocean, excepting 
such islands as now are, or heretofore have been, within the li- 
mits of Nova Scotia; and whereas, the several islands in the Bay 
of Passamaquoddy, which is part of the Bay of Fundy, and they 
island of Grand Menan, in the said Bay of Fundy, are claimed by 
the United States as being comprehended within their aforesaid ; 
_ boundaries, which said islands are claimed as belonging to his 
Britannic Majesty, as having been at the time of, and previous 


ty-three, within the limits of the province of Nova Scotia.—In. 
_ order, therefore, finally to decide upon these claims, it is agreed 

that they shall be referred to two commissioners, to be appointed 
in the following manner, viz: One commissioner shall. be 
pointed by his Britannic = oad , and one by the President o! 
United States, by and ee the advice sabe consent of they e 


sworn, ‘impartially to examine and edie upon the aide fs 
according to such evidence as shall be laid before them on_ 
part of his Britannic Majesty and of the United States respec 
tively. The said commissioners shall meet at St. Andrews, il 
‘the province of Neéw-Brunswick, and shall have power to adjoury 
to such other place or places as they shall think fit. Thefsa% 
Commissioners shall, by a declaration or report, under thé’ 
hands and seals, decide to which of the two contracting partig 
the several islands aforesaid do respectively belong in contorn, 
with the true intent of the said treaty of peace ot one thonss 
seven hundred and cighty-three, And if the said commissiong 
shall agree in their decision, both parties shall consider such ¢ 
cision as final. and conclusive. It is further-agreed, that in t! 
event of the two commissioners differ ing upon all or any of ty 
matters so referred to them, or in the event of both or either * 
the said commissioner: rs refusing, or declining, or wilfully of 


ting. to act a as aun ‘nla : sliall. Make jointly or separately, a report,’ 


or reports, as well tothe cor emment, of his Britannic Majesty as 
to that of the United States, stating in detail the. points on which » 


they differ, and the.erounds upon which their respective opinions 
have been ee med, or the erounds On which they, or either of 


them, have so refused, declined, ‘or omitted to act—And His 


Britannic Majesty, and the: Government of the United States, 
hereby agree to; peferthe report, or reports, of tlie said corninis- 
sioners, to some friendly ‘ sovereicn or state, to be then ‘named for 
that purpose, and who shall be requested to decide on the differ- 
ences which may be, stated in the said report or reports, or then 
the report of one commissioner torether with the grounds 1 upon 


which the other commissioner shall have refused, declined, ov 


omitted to/act, as the case may be. And if the commissioner so. 
tefusing, declining; of omitting to’ act, shall also’ wilfully omit 


¢ 


“then such sovereign, or state shall decide ex-part upon the said 


report alone. “ke his Britannic Majesty and the Government of _ 


ry a dhe United States, engage to consider the decision of some friend: 
Oui bee y TY. pikes or state to be such and con¢lusive.on all the sibs 
7M 80 referred: sage G0 | 


a Yuan vu ARTICLE ‘THE FIEtH. 


al reak neither that point an the: high lands lying! ide ‘north, 
1thé source of the river ‘St. Croix, and designated in the for- 


of Nova Scotia, now the north-westernmost head of Con- 
it river, Was not vet been ascertained ; ‘and whereas. that 


Kes 


ox ich empty themséives into ‘the river St. Lawietice from those 
which fall into the Atlantic ocean to the novth-westermost head 


o the forty -fifth déeree of north Bees thence by a line due 
west on said latitude unul it Strikes the river Iroquois or Catara- 


Sit ¢ gay; has not yet been surveyed; it is agreed that. for these seye- Ne 
: parposes, two commissioners shall be appointed, sworn, and — 
ithoriséd, toact exactly in the manner directed with respect tom 
#50 hventioned ii the next preceding article, unless otherwise” pe 
ipecifi éd in the present article, . The said commissioners shall» 


aps at St. Andrews: in the proyince of New Brunswick, and 
ais hall have power to adjourn to such other place as they shall 
a ‘hink fit. ‘The said coinmissioners shall have power to ascertain 


{ 
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to state the grounds upon which he has so done, in’ such manner 
tbat the said statement’ may be referred to such friendly sovercign | 
q  OF state torether with the report. of such other commissioner; — 


aty of peace between the twe powers as the north-west 


‘the boundary line between the dominion of the two powe 
ich extends from the source of the. river St. Croix di- | 
ly north to the abovementioned north-west angle of, Nova Siege 
erice along thé said highlands which divide those rivers f 


7 of Connecticut river, thence down along the middle of that river | 


4d determine the points abovementioned, in A Contact with the. 


NS 


> 
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provisians of the said treaty aks peace of one thousand seven hun- 
dred and eighty-three, and shall cause the boundary aforesaid, 
from the source of the river St. Croix to the river Iroquois or 
Cataraguy, to be surveyed and marked according to the said pro 
visions. The said commissioners shall make a map of the said 
boundary, and annex to it a declaration under their hands and 
Seals, certifying it to be the true map of the said boundar y, ‘and 
particularizing the latitude and longitude of the northwest angie 
of Nova Scotia, of the northwesternmost head of Connecticut 
tiver, and of such other points of the said boundary as they may 
deem proper... And both parties. agree to consider such map and ue 
declaration as finally and conclusively fixing the ‘said boundary. 
And in the event of the said two commissioners differing, ov both 
or either of them, refusing or declining, or wilfully omitting to 
act, such reports, declarations, or statements, shall be made by as 
them, or either of them, and such reference to a friendly sove- 
reig¢n or state, shall be made, in all respects as. ¥n the latter part .. 
of the fourth article is contained, and in as full a manner as if the 9 
samc was herein repeated. 


CP a | ARTICLE THE SIXTH. & Ge 


Whereas by the former treaty of peace, that portion of the 4 
boundary. of the United States from the point where the forty-fiith rs 
degree, of north latitude strikes the river Iroguois or Cataraguy, 
to the Lake Superior, was declared to be “ along the middie of. 
said river into Lake Ontario, through the middie of said dake, 
‘Anti it strikes the communication by water between that lake and _ 
Lake Erie, thence along the middle of said com ication into 
Lake Eric, through the middle of said lake until it a 


rrives at th 
water communication into the Luke Huron, thence through 
middle of said lake to the water communicatian between that la 
and Lake Superior.”’ And whereas, doubts have arisen what was 
“the middle of said river, lakes and water communications, ar 
whether certain islands lying in the same, were within the domi- 
nions of his Britannic Majesty | or of the United States: In order, — 
‘therefore, finally to decide these doubts, they shall be referred 
to two commissioners, to be appointed, sworn, and authorised to 
act exactly in the manner directed with respect to those mention- 
ed in the next preceding article, unless otherwise specified in this 
present article. The said commissioners shall meet in the first 
instance, at Albany, in the Siate of New-York, and shall have 

“power to adjourn to such other place ar places, as they shall think | 
fit: the said commissioners shail by a report or declaration, un- 
der their handsiand seals, designate the bou ndary through the 
said river, Jakés, and water communications, and decide to which 
of the two contracting parties the several islands lying within the 
said riyer, lakes and water communications, de respectively be- 


9 & 


long, in coors wit the true intent of the said treaty of one | 
thousand seven hundred and cighty-three. And both parties — 
agree to consider such designation and decisions as final and con- 7” 
clusive.’ And in the event. of the said two commissioners differs) 
ing, or both, or either of them, refusing, declining, OF wilfully. as 
omitting to act, such reports, declarations or statements, shall 
be made by them, or either of them, and such refere ce to a 
{friendly sovereign or state shall be made in all respects as in the 
jatter part of the fourth article is contained, and in as full a man- 
ner as if the same was herein ‘Tepeated, a a 


ARTICLE THE SEVENTH. 


it is further shee that the said two last. themsonee: ae) : 
sloners, after they shall have executed the duties assigned to then 
mm the preceding: article, shall, be, and they are Hereby thavizalle Rout 
upon their oaths, impartially to fix and determine, according to 
the true intentof the said Treaty of Peace, of one thousand SEVER? 7 
hundred and cighty- -three, that part of the. oundary between the 
dominions of the two powers, which extends from. the water com- hate 

. munication between Lake Huron and Lake Superior, to the most 
north-western. point of the Lake of the. Woods, todecide to which 
of the two parties. the several islands lying in the lakes, water. ~ 
communications, and rivers, forming the said boundary, do re- 
spectiv ely belong, in conformity with the true intent» of the said , 
Treaty of Peace, of one thousand seven hundred and eighty- iy 
three ; and to cause such paris Of the said boundary, as require — 
: o be surveyed and marked. The said commissioners shall, 
a report.or declaration under their hands and seals, designate 
e boundary aforesaid, state their decision on the points thus. re-- 
erred to them, and: particular ‘ize thé latitude and longitude of the” 4 
nost north western point of the Lake of the Woods, of such other. he 
part of the said boundary as they may deem proper, ‘And both 
parties agree to consider s such designation and decision | "as final e 
and conclusive. And, in the event of the said two commissioners _ 
differing, or both, or ines of them refusing , declining, or wilful-  ~ 
ly omitting to act, such reports, declarations, or statements, shall, 
be made by them, or either of them, and such reference to a 
friendly sovereign or state, shall be made: in all respects,as: in the 
jatter part of the fourth article is Site and in as full a i 
|} neras if the same was herein repeated. ee ae 


“ARTICLE THE EIGHTH. 


Spat 
i The several dards ‘of two commissioners mentioned i in the 
s\ 2” preceding articles, shall respectively have power te appoint , 
e cretary,and to employ such surveyors or other persons as they | 
} shall.judge necessary. Duplicates of all their respective reports, | 
is Np bags statements and décisions, and of their accounts, eo 7 
of the journal of their bain a an be delivered by. them de 


: 8 


the agents of his Britannic majesty, and to the agents of the Uni- 
ted States, who may be respectively appointed and authorized to 
i a the business on behalf of their respective governments, q 
The said commissioners shall be respectively paid 1 in such man- 
ner as shall be agreed between the two contracting parties, such 
agreement | being to be settled at the time of the exchange of ie 
ratifications of the treaty. And ail other expenses attending the 
said commissioners shall be defrayed equally. by the two Parties. 
And in the case of death, sickness, resignation or saat ager Sg ab- 
* sence, the place of every such commissioner vespectiy ely shall be 
supplied in the same manner as such commissioner was first ap- 
“pointed, and the new commissioner shall take the same oath or. 
affirmation, and do the same duties. Itis further agreed between 
“the two contracting parties, that incase any of the islands. men- 
tioned in any of the preceding articles, which were in the pos- 
“session of one of the parties prior to the conimencement of the 
present war between the two countries, should, by the decision 
of any of the boards of commissioners aforesaid, or of the sove- 
peien or state so referred 10, a8 ia the fournext p preceding articles 
contained, fall within the dominions of the other party, a all grants 
of land made previous to the commencement of the war by the 
- patty. having had such possession, shall be as valid as if such island 
. or ‘islands, had by such decision or utile hanes adjudged to be 
- within the dominions of the party having such possession. 


fess A aw 


ARTICLE THE NINTH, 


m eps 


v 76 | 
The: United States of America engage to put an end’. imme- : 
weenie after the ee of. the: on esent treaty 


pee Aes: which ae may ily De ietse or bees are toi 
~ . one thousand eight hundred and eleven, previous to such hostilid 
“ties ; Provided “always, that such tribes or nations shall agree to, 
desist from ali hostilities against the United States of America, 
their citizens and subjects, upon the ratification of the present 
treaty being notified to such tribes or nations, and shall so desist 
accordingly. And his Britannic Majesty engages, on his, part, to 
put an endimmediately after the ratification of the present treaty: 
to hostilities with all the tribes or nations of Indians with whom 
he may be at warat the time of such ratification, and forthwith t 
restore to stich tribes or nations respectively, all the possessions 
> fights and privileges, which they may have enjoyed or been enti 
‘tled to, in one thousand cight hundred and eleven, previous to 
‘such hostilities: Provided always, that auch tribes or nations 
shall: agree.to desist from ail hostilities acainst his Britannic Ma 
_ . Jesty, and his subjects, upon the rattiicasans of the present treaty 
being notified to such tribes ornatious, and shdil so desist accord 


ingly, 


“mote. its enti 
tracting narti 
desirable: al obje 


A) TP his theaty,: when tye same eh all the! bec 
‘sides, without alteration by either of the contr: 
the ratifications mutually exchanged, shall be bi 

ties, and the tatifications shall be exchanged 

the oe of four months from this day or 


Tn faith | whereof, we the ave a 
mel signed this treaty, and have i) 


pe in, tu ees 


Jow, hen, « to the on that ‘he wae ‘neat! of Be ace 
ity may be observed with good faith, on the se ti of the: Uni 
tes, I, James Madison, Pres ident as afi 
emises tobe made public 5, : and. IT do hereby. enjoin all. pers 
aring: office, civil or military, within the United States end 
her. citizens. and te yaar ot or > opts within, th sam 


To testimony ciHereor. I eo eased he: seal “oft the Unit : 
8 a mt (SEAL) States to be affine: to ba ohae ‘Maced and: Here a 
same with my hand. | ‘i 


4 a Done at the city of Wachlestory, this é ditesain day ¢ o fie . 
_ bruary, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight, 
89. dred and’ fifteen, and of the. sovereignty and inde 


Al) ¢hoes dence of chp Pa States. the. thirt ee 


0 the Predden: it 
. JAMES MONROE, 
Acting Seer erany a 


